


Greetings from your Board Chair
I am pleased to greet all of our readers as we share with you the 
latest edition of Excellence in Education. Since joining the Great 
Falls Public Schools (GFPS) Foundation Board in 2019, I have 
been amazed year after year at the unwavering commitment of 
our community toward public education. We truly live in a special 
place. 

The Foundation staff and Board see firsthand the impact of private 
funding active in our schools, and it is inspiring! The Board and 
staff are the backbone of this good work, and I am grateful for 
their hard work. We know, however, that none of this would be 

possible without donor support. So I wish to thank you, our donors, who continue to believe in 
our mission and support our efforts. We hope this publication gives you an appreciation of the 
remarkable work you are contributing to every time you donate to the Foundation. 

In May 2023, the District and the Foundation celebrated a very significant milestone—the 
completion of all bond-related facility projects. As many of you may know, the taxpayers’ 
commitment to the 2016 bond ushered the Foundation into a new era of engaging donors in 
school facility enhancements. We are grateful to the taxpayers who passed the bond and the 
donors who came alongside us in this endeavor.

The bond passage proved that public-private partnerships work. And they are still at work 
today. In 2023, Skyline transitional kindergarten benefited from a playground upgrade thanks 
to the Oakland family’s generosity and interest in accessibility. In 2024, libraries at both Lewis 
and Clark and West elementary schools will see fresh renovations to inspire student learning 
thanks to the Nancy A. Cameron estate contribution. And, lastly, the C.M. Russell High School 
auditorium will undergo a $1 million renovation thanks to an anonymous donation received 
through the Foundation. 

In addition to facility enhancements, the Foundation remains committed to student and 
teacher recognition, donor-funded scholarships, and grants for educators. We invite you 
to read the feature article on page 24 to learn about the most recent addition to our grant 
program, Immersive Professional Learning Grants for teachers. 

This grant program encourages teachers to pursue unique and immersive experiences and 
to share their learnings with colleagues in the District. This year grant funding supported 
one teacher traveling to Nepal for a Mount Everest school exploration and trek, and another 
teacher who traveled to Hawaii to explore volcanic activity in the region. A third grant 
supported a year-long, facilitated training for elementary music teachers in new pedagogy.

It is clear that when we work together, we can accomplish amazing things. We are truly 
blessed to live in a community that deeply cares about and supports public education. We are 
excited to continue partnering with our incredible donors to enhance education for students 
and teachers in 2024 and beyond. 
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2024 Excellence in 
Education Honorees
Teachers are the key foundation to student learning and 
success. Since 2012, the Great Falls Public Schools 
Foundation has celebrated the influence of teachers 
and the dedication of students through its Excellence in 
Education program. 

Top-rated graduating seniors, recognized as distinguished 
scholars, each have the opportunity to select one educator 
from kindergarten through 8th grade and one from high 
school who made a significant difference in their learning 
experience. These educators often fill the traditional role of 
classroom teachers, but students may also select school 
counselors, coaches, or administrators who positively 
impacted them. 

Distinguished Scholars from C.M. Russell and Great 
Falls High Schools were selected based on academic 
achievement, GPA, and rigorous coursework. Distinguished 
Scholars from Paris Gibson Education Center were 
selected by teachers, counselors, and administrators 
based on academic achievement, leadership, service, and 
successfully overcoming obstacles.  

The Foundation is pleased to honor this year’s 
selection of 34 distinguished scholars and the 68 
distinguished educators who helped to support, 
mentor, and challenge them to be the best they can be.

Thurber Serves as 
Guest Speaker

The Foundation welcomed back 
1987 CMR graduate Dan Thurber as 
the guest speaker for Excellence in 
Education 2024. Dan currently serves 
as Wasatch Global Investor’s Vice 
President, General Counsel, and a 
member of the Board of Directors in 
Salt Lake City, UT. He and his wife are 
both members of the CMR Hall of Fame 
and proud parents to two daughters.



Student: Courtney Bliss
Teachers: Nathan Gregier and Sheri Carter  

Parents: Julie and Eric Bliss

Memorable experiences: During high school 
I enjoyed running cross country on such an 
amazing team; spending Friday nights at Memorial 
Stadium for football; dressing up and participating 
in homecoming; and learning oboe and guitar in 
addition to flute. CMR provided a variety of classes 
with great teachers and the chance to meet new 
friends along the way.

Plans after high school: I plan to study pharmacy 
at the University of Montana.

Distinguished Educator: Nathan Gregier, AP 
Biology, C.M. Russell High School

Why: Mr. Gregier was an excellent teacher when 
I took his AP biology class my sophomore year. Aside from that, he was my cross country coach. Throughout the years he pushed me to 
be a better athlete, helping me out when times were hard and keeping me a part of his team, even though I was injured and had to quit. 
Without him I wouldn’t be where I am today.

Distinguished Educator: Sheri Carter, Kindergarten, Riverview Elementary

Why: Mrs. Carter provided the building blocks for my foundation of education. From what I remember, I had a hard time leaving home 
for school, but she made her classroom a kind and friendly environment. Years after, she always waved and said “hi” in the hallways 
throughout my elementary school years. I am so thankful to have started my education in her class.
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Student: Aedan Bingham
Teachers: Karl Berg and Emilio Garza

Parents: Jonathan and Nola Bingham

Memorable experiences: At the start of third grade, 
I got into a snowball fight with a few acquaintances. 
Later, in the principal’s office, I learned these were 
not allowed. As I had just arrived in Great Falls a few 
months prior, it was, in retrospect, good that I learned 
the adverse effects of rule breaking early on.

Plans after high school: This autumn I will study on 
the East Coast or in Chicago. I plan on majoring in 
astronautical engineering with a possible double major 
in economics. Wherever I go, I plan to fully immerse 
myself in academia, diving head first into the topics of 
thermodynamics and governance.

Distinguished Educator: Karl Berg, Drafting and DC 
Electricity, C.M. Russell High School

Why: Mr. Berg was outgoing the first day I met him. He built trust and collaboration inside and outside the classroom. He never ceased to 
support others’ endeavors and exhibited profound care for every one of his students. From 3D printing to college, Mr. Berg had an immensely 
impactful influence on me.

Distinguished Educator: Emilio Garza, 7th grade History, North Middle School

Why: Myself and many others owe our love of history to Mr. Garza. His focus on his students ensured the most effective learning environment 
possible while keeping us in line. The sturdy and dependable bonds built during my year with him sparked and shaped my academic career 
ever since.

C.M. Russell High School



Student: Conner Brost
Teachers: Kerry Bjornstad and Ryan Faulk

Parents: David and Kylie Brost

Memorable experiences: I had many memorable 
experiences, including being on the soccer team 
and going to pasta parties. I will also always 
remember when the back row in math decided 
to have a Thanksgiving feast during class while 
the teacher kept on teaching like nothing was 
happening. I also really enjoyed running the video 
board at basketball games my senior year.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend college 
and pursue a degree in computer science.

Distinguished Educator: Kerry Bjornstad, Algebra 
II/Trigonometry, C.M. Russell High School

Why: I thoroughly enjoyed Mrs. Bjornstad’s class 
and her way of teaching. She answered questions thoughtfully and truly helped me to understand the material. She was also such a joyful 
person and hasn’t forgotten about me since taking her class. She still smiles and says “hi” when she sees me in the hallways.

Distinguished Educator: Ryan Faulk, 5th grade, Riverview Elementary

Why: Even though I had Mr. Faulk so long ago, I have not forgotten his class. I have so many amazing memories from that year. He made 
learning fun while also preparing us for the future and having strict, but reasonable rules. He was such a great role model and assisted me 
greatly in my academics.

Student: Maclain Carlson
Teachers: Steve Olson and Melissa VanSickle

Parents: Joel Carlson and Jackie Mainwaring

Memorable experiences: I loved going to the football 
games in the fall. Being in the student section with all 
of my friends on Friday nights was hard to beat. I also 
loved going on orchestra trips, especially when we 
went to Showdown my sophomore and junior years.

Plans after high school: I plan on going to the 
University of Montana to study music education and 
violin performance. I hope to become a music teacher.

Distinguished Educator: Steve Olson, Orchestra, 
C.M. Russell High School

Why: Mr. Olson has not only been an influential 
teacher for me, he has been one of the most influential 
people in my life so far. He helped foster my love of 

music from the time I was a freshman just trying to get an art credit, all the way through my college violin auditions. I am truly thankful to have 
had Mr. Olson as a teacher, and I hope to become a great mentor and educator like him someday.

Distinguished Educator: Melissa VanSickle, 7th and 8th grade Honors English, North Middle School (currently at Great Falls College MSU)

Why: Mrs. Vansickle was the first teacher I really connected with in middle school. She taught me how to write well past middle-school level, 
and I grew so much as a student throughout the two years I took her classes. Mrs. Vansickle set me up for success in high school, and I 
wouldn’t be where I am now without her.
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C.M. Russell High School



Student: Landon Crook
Teachers: Jeremy Comstock and Dale Hallock

Parents: Shawn and Jayne Crook

Memorable experiences: In my senior year of high 
school, I attended ACDA All-Northwest for choir. Not 
only was that one of the best musical experiences 
I’ve ever had, it wouldn’t be a stretch to call it my 
favorite school-related trip.

Plans after high school: I plan on attending BYU in 
Provo, Utah, and am currently unsure of what I’ll be 
studying.

Distinguished Educator: Jeremy Comstock, AP 
English, C.M. Russell High School

Why: Before Mr. Comstock was my teacher, he had 
my older brother as a student and recommended 
a book series to him that was passed down to me. 

To this day, it is one of my all-time favorite book series. Since then, Mr. Comstock continues to recommend quality 
literature to me.

Distinguished Educator in Memoriam: Dale Hallock, Trombone/Low Brass , Private teacher 

Why: During the last lesson I ever took from Mr. Hallock before he passed, we were working on an audition for 
National Association for Music Education All-Northwest. The very last time I played anything for him, he caught a 
very minor error in my playing. Even until the last time I saw him, Dale taught me that I could always improve as a 
musician. I could never be grateful enough for everything that he taught me.
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Student: Madeline Creek
Teachers: Jessica Goosen and JoAnne Rohrback

Parents: Tami and Gary Creek

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences come from my involvement in Business 
Professionals of America (BPA). Traveling for state and 
national competitions since my sophomore year was so 
fun as I made many new connections and experienced 
so many new things. I also enjoyed every class and 
school event I’ve spent with friends that I made at CMR. 
They made the biggest impact on my experience here.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Montana 
State University to pursue a degree in business finance 
and accounting.

Distinguished Educator: Jessica Goosen, Business, 
C.M. Russell High School

Why: Mrs. Goosen taught me for four years, helped me find what I wanted to do, and more importantly who I am. She was my mentor and the 
person I admired and looked up to most since freshman year. Everything I have learned from her will stay with me forever. She loves her job 
and worked hard to see her students achieve great things. I was grateful to be taken under her wing.

Distinguished Educator: JoAnne Rohrback, 8th grade History, North Middle School (retired)

Why: Mrs. Rohrback was an amazing teacher and always recognized the kids who worked hard and participated in class. She was always so 
attentive and kind and taught me more than just American history. She was comfortable encouraging kids out of their comfort zone and pushed 
me personally. I not only grew in her classroom, but her way of teaching stuck with me throughout my high school career.



Student: Lacy Edwards
Teachers: Erica Davis and Erin Evenhus

Parents: Lori and Ryan Edwards

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences are the connections I’ve made with my 
peers and teachers. Friday night football games 
and going to prom with my friends are moments I 
will never forget, as well as the time I spent inside 
the classroom, which prepared me for life after 
graduation.

Plans after high school: I plan to go to college 
to study either communications and business or 
hospitality and event management, depending on 
where I decide to go.

Distinguished Educator: Erica Davis, French, C.M. 
Russell High School

Why: Throughout the past four years of French, I’ve appreciated how much Madame Davis truly cares about the well-being of her students. 
She crafted lessons that seamlessly incorporate the French language and culture while weaving in life lessons that encouraged more 
empathy within her students.

Distinguished Educator: Erin Evenhus, 5th grade, Sacajawea Elementary

Why: Mrs. Evenhus created a classroom environment that was energetic and fun. She always encouraged me to dig deeper into my 
education, even at a young age, which pushed me to excel. I am grateful for her enthusiasm for teaching and how that played a hand in my 
excitement for school.

Student: Soren Hanson
Teachers: Brian Halverson and Kasi Thompson

Parents: Andrew and Nicole Hanson

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experience would be the Washington D.C. trip 
with my government class. We were able to see 
many memorials and learn of their history and 
importance. Visiting the Capitol was also an 
interesting and valuable experience.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend a 
university to study chemical engineering.

Distinguished Educator: Brian Halverson, AP 
Government and Economics, C.M. Russell High 
School

Why: Mr. Halverson was the one who first 
introduced me to economic theory. The perspective 

I gained in his classroom allows me to see the world through an economic lense, which is enlightening.

Distinguished Educator: Kasi Thompson, 7th grade English, North Middle School

Why: Mrs. Thompson always had a way of making English fun for me. Her energy was truly inspiring, helping me learn important 
English skills.
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Student: Hailey Herda
Teachers: Christi Virts and Becki O’Hara McMickle

Parents: Kyle and Nicole Herda

Memorable experiences: Some of my most 
memorable experiences include competing in 
volleyball, basketball, and track and field, as well as 
being a part of chamber orchestra, and a member 
and officer of HOSA-Future Health Professionals. I 
loved all of the homecoming, crosstown and senior 
traditions, as they are so much fun and bring us all 
together.

Plans after high school: I will attend Carroll College 
to study pre-medicine, pursuing either a chemistry 
or biology major, while also competing in track and 
field.

Distinguished Educator: Christi Virts, Health 
Sciences, C.M. Russell High School

Why: I took multiple classes with Mrs. Virts, and not only was she an incredible teacher, but also someone I could turn to for anything. I  worked 
very closely with her as a member and officer of HOSA as well. I couldn’t be more grateful for Mrs. Virts and everything she did for me.

Distinguished Educator: Becki O’Hara McMickle, 1st and 2nd grade, Riverview Elementary

Why: I was honored to have Mrs. McMickle as a teacher in both first and second grade. Her bright, fun, and kind spirit sparked an interest 
that became my love for learning. She was an amazing teacher in both school subjects and life, educating me on valuable life lessons and 
pushing me to reach my full potential.
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Student: Lexi Heggem
Teachers: Steve Skaer and Judy Shattuck

Parent: Tracy Heggem

Memorable experiences: My most memorable high 
school experiences came from playing on the soccer 
team and participating in a wide variety of courses offered 
by CMR. The people I met and information I learned will 
always stick with me. I will never forget the memories I 
made at every homecoming, prom, and crosstown. I am 
forever grateful for every memory I’ve made at CMR.

Plans after high school: I plan on going to college to 
play soccer and study criminal justice with a minor in 
forensic psychology. My career goal is to join the FBI and 
become a behavioral analyst.

Distinguished Educator: Steve Skaer, Math- AP 
Calculus and Soccer Coach, C.M. Russell High School

Why: Not only was he an amazing teacher, but he was also an amazing coach. He truly believes in his students and his players. His passion 
for teaching and helping others made everyone around him feel motivated. Over the past four years, Mr. Skaer fundamentally changed me as a 
student, athlete, and human being. I could not ask for a better mentor. I am incredibly grateful for Mr. Skaer.

Distinguished Educator: Judy Shattuck, 3rd grade, Sacajawea Elementary

Why: Mrs. Shattuck stood out as an educator because she made her students feel safe, supported, and loved. I had just moved to Sacajawea 
the year I had her as a teacher, and she made me feel accepted and appreciated. She fueled my eagerness to learn, and I wouldn’t be where I 
am today without her.



Student: Sophia Madsen
Teachers: Danielle Stark and Stacie Skawinski

Parents: Carmen and Erik Madsen

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences center around volleyball, and being a part 
of the High School House program. I loved playing 
volleyball and it created friendships I will cherish for 
the rest of my life. I will never forget being a part of the 
state championship team. Through the High School 
House program, I learned valuable skills I will someday 
use to redo my own house. I also met incredible people 
and created amazing friendships through the program.  

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Montana 
Tech University to study computer science and play 
volleyball.

Distinguished Educator: Danielle Stark, Interior 
Design, C.M. Russell High School

Why: Mrs. Stark always created a positive classroom environment. She had fun projects and motivated me to work to my highest potential. 
I’ve always had an interest in interior design, and she enhanced my desire to pursue it. Mrs. Stark helped me through difficult times, 
providing support and guidance while always encouraging me to do my best.

Distinguished Educator: Mrs. Skawinski, 6th grade, Meadowlark Elementary

Why: Mrs. Skawinski had bubbly energy that encouraged students to get engaged. She made learning math fun by creating engaging 
assignments. One that I will always remember is tracking stats during the March Madness basketball tournament. She made me love 
learning and especially encouraged my love for math.

Student: Caroline Hermiller
Teachers: Jetta Slater and Penny Haffner

Parents: Stacy and Louis Hermiller

Memorable experiences: My most memorable high 
school experience was joining the swim team my 
senior year. I decided to do it on a whim with a friend, 
and it ended up being an amazing adventure where 
I learned how fun a high school sport can actually be 
once you change your mindset.

Plans after high school: I plan to study microbiology 
at Montana State University. After college, I would 
like to go into the medical field or work in wildlife 
conservation.

Distinguished Educator: Jetta Slater, Geometry and 
Algebra II Trig, C.M. Russell High School

Why: I chose Mrs. Slater because of the impact she 
made on my high school experience and future. I had her as a math teacher both my sophomore and junior years. She was one of the first 
people at CMR to see my potential as both a high school student and future STEM college student. She helped me overcome many struggles 
with a subject that never came easy to me and taught me valuable lessons I still use today.

Distinguished Educator: Penny Haffner, 4th and 5th grade, Our Lady of Lourdes

Why: Mrs. Haffner was my fourth and fifth grade teacher. She played a very crucial role throughout this influential period of my life. Not only 
did she teach me valuable leadership skills like diligence, communication and problem solving, she also helped me form a stronger bond with 
my faith and school community.
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Student: Ireland Osentowski
Teachers: Logan Kropp and Tammy Madill

Parents: Mark and Tammy Osentowski

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences include all the sporting events I attended. I 
loved performing with the Wrangler Dance Team during 
halftime; then, I would rush to the student section to 
support the different teams. Afterwards, my friends 
and I would always go to McDonald’s to continue the 
celebrations. I have never laughed, cheered or bonded 
with others as much as I did on game days.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend the University 
of Montana to study psychology and music. After this, I 
hope to further my research in music therapy.

Distinguished Educator: Logan Kropp, Choir, C.M. 
Russell High School

Why: I started out my first day of freshman year in Mr. Kropp’s classroom. He made me feel safe, respected and valued in the choir program. My 
last class of senior year was also in his classroom. Throughout these four years, he strengthened my love for music and taught me how to lead 
others in a positive manner. I would not be where I am today and pursuing the path I am without Mr. Kropp helping me each step of the way.

Distinguished Educator: Tammy Madill, 6th-8th grade English, Our Lady of Lourdes

Why: Mrs. Madill never failed to challenge me in my studies, and I am blessed to have had her every day for three years. While teaching us 
English skills, she demonstrated kindness, empathy and dedication in her work. She truly cared about each and every one of her students. On 
my roughest days, she was there to help me put a smile on my face.

Student: Nora McKelvey
Teachers: Tammy Petzold and Melissa Hallahan

Parents: Conn and Naomi McKelvey

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences were traveling with my friends. I’ve been 
on several trips through music, language classes, 
as well as sports and clubs, and each one helped 
me build relationships and gave me opportunities I 
wouldn’t have otherwise had. I learned a lot about 
both myself and the world through these adventures.

Plans after high school: After high school I plan to 
pursue a degree in environmental science.

Distinguished Educator: Tammy Petzold, Spanish, 
C.M. Russell High School

Why: Profe Petzold was always super friendly and 
welcoming to her students. She supported me both as a 

student and as a person. I loved taking her class because it was an entirely different kind of learning. Not only did we learn the language, but she 
helped immerse us in the Spanish culture.

Distinguished Educator: Melissa Hallahan, History and later Principal, Holy Spirit Catholic School

Why: I had the privilege of having Mrs. Hallahan as both a middle school teacher and principal. She made an effort to really connect with her 
students in both of her roles. I learned just as much from her as a person as I did from attending her class.



Student: Jackson Bautista
Teachers: James Mepham and Kerry Keating-Albrecht

Parents: Marcy and Matt Bautista

Memorable experiences: A very memorable school 
experience for me was traveling to Seattle for All-
Northwest Honor Band. Other experiences that I will 
not forget were playing with James Mepham in a pit 
orchestra for a school musical, being featured in multiple 
concerts, and every All-State Festival.

Plans after high school: I will be attending the 
University of Montana for a double major in music 
education and musical performance in trumpet.

Distinguished Educator: James Mepham, Band, Great 
Falls High School (currently pursuing master’s in Colorado)

Why: I chose Mr. Mepham because he was the most influential figure in my musical life. He shaped who I’ve become as a student and 
as a musician. He constantly pushed me to become the best version of myself. I’m glad I got one more experience with him as a high 
schooler before he took leave to pursue his master’s degree.

Distinguished Educator: Kerry Keating-Albrecht, 1st grade, Lewis and Clark Elementary

Why: I chose Mrs. Albrecht because her class was by far my most memorable and enjoyable in elementary school. I can vividly remember 
excitedly telling Mrs. Albrecht about my Christmas gifts, and it was very obvious she cared so much about her students. She had such a 
positive impact on my life, and I am lucky to have had her as a teacher.

Student: Shelby Tadlock 
Teachers: Burke Allen and Joel Carlson

Parents: Charla Tadlock and Eric Tadlock

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences were placing in shot put at state 
for track last year and the state HOSA-Future 
Health Professionals conference. Both of these 
experiences taught me so much, including how to 
be confident. Throughout high school HOSA and 
the throwing group have felt like a family to me.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Carroll 
College and major in biology, while throwing for 
their track team. My career goal is to become an 
orthopedic surgeon.

Distinguished Educator: Burke Allen, AP US 
History, C.M. Russell High School

Why: Mr. Allen made history interesting and fun through his lessons. He was not only a fantastic teacher but an amazing coach. His 
coaching and encouragement played a key role in my success with throwing. I am extremely grateful for all the time and energy he put 
toward coaching me.

Distinguished Educator: Joel Carlson, 2nd-6th grade Extended Curriculum Services (ECS), Meadowlark Elementary

Why: ECS with Mr. Carlson and the close-knit group was always my favorite time of the week in elementary school. Through his fun 
projects and lessons, I developed a love for math and science that continues to this day and has helped me succeed. I appreciate how Mr. 
Carlson pushed me to grow while providing a fun and encouraging environment.
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Student: Neva Clark
Teachers: Stacy Dolderer and Lance Olson

Parent: Alouette Chicoine

Memorable experiences: My most memorable experience 
was playing on the high school golf team. Team trips 
created bonds with people I never imagined connecting 
with. These trips also introduced me to my love of Olive 
Garden and taught me how to find good even in the bad 
times.  Although the weather was often terrible, I will never 
forget these memories as I golf the rest of my life.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Montana State 
University to major in political science. Eventually, I want to 
go on to law school and become a criminal defense lawyer.

Distinguished Educator: Stacy Dolderer, Computer 
Programming, Accounting, BPA Advisor, Great Falls High 
School

Why: In her class, Mrs. Dolderer always had a smile on 
her face as she showed kindness to all her students. 

Before she came to Great Falls High, I took her computer programming class online, and she was a great supporter in helping me finish the class 
despite my wanting to quit halfway through. She became my BPA advisor and pushed me beyond what I thought I could accomplish. Even when 
our website design team was submitting work up to the deadline, she took extra time to help us finish it. She taught me that even when life gets 
stressful, you can still be kind to everyone.

Distinguished Educator: Lance Olson, 7th grade Social Studies, East Middle School and Golf Coach, Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Olson was my social studies teacher. While I remember very little from that class, I learned everything I know about golf from him. Over 
the past three years, Mr. Olson has been a mentor, a role model, a cheerleader and an inspiration. Whether it be swinging a club or how to work 
with others, he shaped my golfing experience. When I was frustrated during competitions, he was always there as a shoulder to cry on or to sing 
a song and brighten my mood. He goes above and beyond to make golf enjoyable for everyone on the team.

Student: Mara Campbell
Teachers: Aaron Brien and Leia Lins

Parents: Joshua and Naomi Campbell

Memorable experiences: My involvement in band, 
DECA and Business Professionals of America (BPA) 
created some truly memorable school experiences for 
me. The various trips I took with these activities were 
especially memorable. I will cherish these memories, 
even if I spent a good portion of the time in a panic 
studying for various tests.

Plans after high school: My plan is to attend 
Montana State University and major in psychology.

Distinguished Educator: Aaron Brien, Calculus, 
Great Falls High School

Why: Calculus was tough, but Mr. Brien was always 
there to help me and the other students through the 

class. Whenever I had a question, he would always patiently work through it with me. Sometimes he even arrived early in the morning to 
allow us extra time to work and ask questions.

Distinguished Educator: Leia Lins, 5th grade, Morningside Elementary

Why: Mrs. Lins challenged me to be the best I could be. I was constantly growing as a student throughout my fifth-grade year and it was all 
due to Mrs. Lins’ teaching and encouragement. She even expanded my love for reading with her book recommendations.



Student: Grant Doughty
Teachers: Coda Tchida and Michael Jarrett

Parents: Don and Barbara Doughty

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
school experiences have all been made while 
having fun with my friends and fellow classmates. 
Whether playing in an intramural basketball 
game or cheering on the varsity basketball 
teams, it’s always fun to be in the fieldhouse 
supporting other students and having a great 
time with your friends.

Plans after high school: I will attend Montana 
Tech University to pursue a degree in mechanical 
engineering.

Distinguished Educator: Coda Tchida, Athletic 
Weight Training, Great Falls High School

Why: Even though he doesn’t teach in a conventional classroom, Mr. Tchida taught me more in his class than I learned anywhere else. 
He taught me self-confidence, discipline and how to lead a healthier lifestyle. Most importantly, he taught me the significance of being 
passionate about what you’re doing, no matter what it is.

Distinguished Educator: Michael Jarrett, 5th grade, Lewis and Clark Elementary (currently Financial Literacy at North Middle School)

Why:  Mr. Jarrett was a fun teacher who never had a dull class. He truly made learning fun. One day he taught us about the 
Revolutionary War by having our class participate in a paper ball fight. Even though he tried to keep us on our toes with fun activities, he 
also did an excellent job educating us. I truly felt like a student in his class.

Student: Emily Fleming
Teachers: Scott Smart and Sandy Brown

Parents: Steve and Christel Fleming

Memorable experiences: One of my most memorable 
school experiences was dissecting the pig fetus in 
Honors Anatomy and Physiology. It was absolutely 
disgusting and smelled horrible, and I remember our 
whole class laughing about how hard it was for my lab 
partner and I to actually touch it. However, once we 
started, we were fascinated by the inner workings of 
the pig. 

Plans after high school: I plan on pursuing a physical 
therapy degree at the University of Montana.

Distinguished Educator: Scott Smart, Honors 
Algebra 1, Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Smart was my teacher during freshman 
year and has been my favorite ever since. He never fails to say “hey” and make every encounter fun. Mr. Smart’s class was not only a blast, 
but he also taught so well. He is incredibly thoughtful in the way that he interacts with his students and made me feel valued no matter what 
questions I had. I will forever wish that Mr. Smart was still my math teacher.

Distinguished Educator: Sandy Brown, 2nd grade, Lewis and Clark Elementary (retired)

Why: I have maintained a close relationship with Mrs. Brown since she was my second-grade teacher, and she has only grown more loving 
and kind. I remember her reading Mercy Watson to our class, and it was my favorite part of the day. Mrs. Brown has such a beautiful heart for 
the students she taught, and I genuinely believe she taught me how to be kind. I am so grateful for her support from such a young age and 
would not be who I am today without her caring influence.
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Student: Caley Greenwood
Teachers: Amber Lloyd and Keith Davey

Parents: Amy and Ian Greenwood

Memorable experiences: My most 
memorable experience in high school was 
going to sports events. Going out to show 
support and be around friends was something 
I enjoyed doing. It was genuinely fun to be 
around everyone and support my friends 
playing in the events.

Plans after high school: I plan to leave the 
state to pursue a degree in biology. I hope to 
become a labor and delivery nurse.

Distinguished Educator: Amber Lloyd, 
Honors Anatomy and Physiology and Health 
Occ. Internship, Great Falls High School

Why: I chose Mrs. Lloyd because she supported me in finding a medical career for my future. She enabled me to discover and see first-
hand many roles in medicine. She also improved my knowledge of the human body through her anatomy and physiology class. This all 
helped me determine exactly what I would like to do in the future.

Distinguished Educator: Keith Davey, Honors English, East Middle School (retired)

Why: Mr. Davey’s class started my love for literature. Before taking his class I was never interested in books, but he encouraged me to 
find new stories that I could enjoy. He made his class very fun and engaging, even for students like me who were new to honors classes.

Student: Ava Fossen
Teachers: Bridger Lutz and Jeff Rieger

Parents: Shawn Fossen and Dena Wagner-Fossen

Memorable experiences: Most of my 
memorable school experiences took place in 
the auditorium, singing a solo for Delphian or 
playing a lead role in theater. I remember getting 
cast in Spoon River Anthology alongside quite 
a few upperclassmen. This experience created 
connections that lasted throughout my high 
school experience.

Plans after high school: I want to attend the 
University of South Dakota and study nursing.

Distinguished Educator: Bridger Lutz, Theater, 
Great Falls High School

Why: Not only does Mr. Lutz do an exceptional 
job of creating a learning environment that challenges those he teaches, he also encourages and fosters growth in his students. His 
class helped me discover something I’m passionate about, and he became a mentor for me. I don’t think my high school experience 
would have been as successful without him.

Distinguished Educator: Jeff Rieger, Extended Curriculum Services (ECS), Lincoln Elementary

Why: Mr. Rieger was my teacher for years and taught me skills that became the foundation for my education. He helped me prepare for 
more challenging classes. He taught in a way that allowed me to truly enjoy learning. I have him to thank for my love of math and my 
passion for learning new things.



Student: Emma Guter
Teachers: Brian Sullivan and Terry Flanagan

Parents: Colleen Marron and Karl Guter

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
high school experience was the swim season my 
junior year. That season boasted the best “no-
talent” talent show that I’ve seen in my four years 
of swimming. The morale and sense of family 
within that team was fantastic. It was also really 
cool to be able to take home our second state 
championship in a row.

Plans after high school: I plan to study 
biochemistry before attending medical school to 
become a surgeon.

Distinguished Educator: Brian Sullivan, AP 
Biology, Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Sullivan helped to bring me out of my shell during my freshman year and is a large part of the reason I am so outgoing today.   
He was a tremendously engaging teacher who exceled at using different analogies and real-life examples to explain confusing concepts   
in a way his students could understand.

Distinguished Educator: Terry Flanagan, 6th-8th grade history and math, Our Lady of Lourdes

Why: Ms. Flanagan found a new way to challenge my thinking on a daily basis, and she always kept me on my toes. She did a fantastic 
job of tailoring her teaching and lecturing to our interests and level of understanding. She pushed me further than I ever thought possible 
and prepared me for a successful life in high school and beyond.

Student: Ryan Harrington
Teachers: Darcie Aakre and Chad Sunchild

Parents: Sandy and Jerry Harrington

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experience was winning the state championship for 
cross country my senior year. After struggling our 
junior year, nothing meant more to our team. Taking 
second and then turning around and watching two 
of my friends also become all-state runners was 
incredible.

Plans after high school: I plan to continue my pursuit 
as a student-athlete by attending Montana State 
University and studying computer engineering, while 
running for the MSU cross country and track teams.

Distinguished Educator: Darcie Aakre, Honors 
English 5-6, Great Falls High School

Why: After Covid-19, I often struggled to find my groove with writing and lost my love for reading. I sometimes felt my work was inadequate. 
Even with the stresses of high school, Mrs. Aakre helped reignite my love for reading and I began to rediscover my passion for writing that 
had been lost.

Distinguished Educator: Chad Sunchild, Physical Education, Lewis and Clark Elementary 

Why: In my earliest days as an athlete, Mr. Sunchild always encouraged me to push myself physically. When I remember competing or 
participating in his class, I remember doing so with the most pure passion I could. Having him as a teacher helped define the extra effort 
needed to push myself to the limit as a student-athlete and in the classroom.
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Student: Jaiden Kirkhart
Teachers: Suzanne Sturges and Sabrina Scott

Parents: Jennifer and Jorden Kirkhart

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences come from the time I spent in soccer, 
swimming and track. In particular, when I became a 
captain of the soccer team my senior year, when we 
won state swim two years in a row, and when I got the 
chance to run at state track. These experiences made 
me grow as a person as I was taught how to work with 
others, to overcome obstacles and work toward a mutual 
goal. I am forever grateful for these relationships.

Plans after high school: I plan to study abroad at the 
University of Barcelona, where I will major in marine 
science.

Distinguished Educator: Suzanne Sturges, Spanish, 
Great Falls High School

Why: Profe Sturges made my experience as a Spanish speaker enjoyable. During my time in her class I have always been attentive and 
constantly wanting to learn something new. She influenced me to attend college in Spain and has helped me continue my educational career.

Distinguished Educator: Sabrina Scott, 6th grade, Sunnyside Elementary

Why: Mrs. Scott was my primary teacher in sixth grade. She was very encouraging and enthusiastic and helped me with my fear of public 
speaking. She was very passionate about math, so in turn, math became my favorite subject. I appreciated her as a teacher who pushed me to 
work hard but always made me feel comfortable.

Student: Isis Haslem
Teachers: Chrissy Baroch and Robin Joyce

Parents: Stacy Rice and Keern Haslem

Memorable experiences: My first day of high 
school is still a vivid memory. It seems like yesterday 
that I was walking these halls for the first time and 
mentally planning my day-to-day routes. I met many 
of the other recipients of this excellence award that 
day as well.

Plans after high school: I plan to pursue a civil 
engineering degree in Utah or Washington for the 
next four years.
 
Distinguished Educator: Chrissy Baroch, AP 
English, Great Falls High School

Why: I only had one class taught by Mrs. Baroch, 
however it feels like I’ve known her all of high 

school. She does an amazing job connecting with students and building unique relationships with each one. With her knowledge and 
teaching style, she immediately earned my respect. I have excelled immensely as a writer.

Distinguished Educator: Robin Joyce, Writing, Our Lady of Lourdes

Why: Having Mrs. Joyce for the years preceding high school was one of the most important parts of my collective education. Where to 
put a comma or the different types of sentences were embedded in my brain by her. Her effective teaching style allowed me to enter high 
school more educated than most upper classmen when it came to constructing an essay.   



Student: Savannah-Marin Lake
Teachers: Rachel Bohannon and Lisa Shull

Parents: Michael and Michelle Lake

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences were participating in homecoming 
week. Every outfit and activity planned always 
turned out to be a blast. My favorite part of 
homecoming was watching the candidates’ dances 
and seeing different clubs perform or speak.

Plans after high school: I plan on attending 
Montana State University to pursue a degree in 
biological engineering.

Distinguished Educator: Rachel Bohannon, 
English, Great Falls High School

Why: Every year Mrs. Bohannon put countless 
hours into our Bison Giving Tree, and she deserves 

to be recognized for all the hard work she did. I was involved in the giving tree all four years of high school. Mrs. Bohannon was always 
super organized and appreciated our support. When she was my English teacher, she was energetic and excited to teach us, especially To 
Kill a Mockingbird.

Distinguished Educator: Lisa Shull, 7th-8th grade Orchestra, East Middle School

Why: Mrs. Shull inspired my love of music and always greeted me with a smile. She loved her students as much as the music she taught. I will 
always remember how welcoming and fun Mrs. Shull’s class was.

Student: Isabella Pachek
Teachers: Edward McNamee and Shannon Taylor

Parents: Julie and Ryan Pachek

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experience by far was swim season. Winning state two 
years in a row with my best friends and my sisters and 
ending off my high school career with two individual 
state titles are my best memories. The experiences I 
had during high school are memories I will hold forever.  

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Old Dominion 
University while continuing my swimming career and 
studying biology.

Distinguished Educator: Edward McNamee, AP 
Government, Sociology and Criminal Justice; Swim 
Coach, Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. McNamee made learning fun. You could 
always count on his class to make your day better. I valued Mr. McNamee not only as a teacher, but as a coach and a mentor. He taught me 
many things over the years and was an integral part in helping me navigate the recruiting process so that I can continue my academic and 
swimming careers at the next level.  

Distinguished Educator: Shannon Taylor, 3rd grade, Lincoln Elementary (currently Instructional Coach for the District)

Why: Mrs. Taylor and her caring and kind demeanor made a lasting impact on me. The quote by Maya Angelou that says “People will forget 
what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.” This describes how I feel about Mrs. Taylor. 
I don’t remember much about third grade, but I do remember how she made her class and me feel so welcomed and loved.
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Student: Katelyn Tapp
Teachers: Bridgette Pence and Jennifer Jablonski

Parents: Marie and Dennis Tapp

Memorable experiences: I don’t believe that 
only one moment outshone the rest. I think it 
is all the memories as a whole that shaped me 
into who I have become today. I am forever 
grateful for each experience, whether good or 
bad, because I learned a lesson and gained 
something from it.

Plans after high school: I will attend Montana 
State University to further my education in the 
medical field. I hope to continue my studies and 
become a specialized doctor.

Distinguished Educator: Bridgette Pence, 
Counselor, Great Falls High School

Why: Mrs. Pence’s actions truly emphasized the fact that the little things do matter. A simple hug from her telling me I was doing great 
and a high five from her saying that she was proud of me were all I needed to keep pushing. I admire her ambition to see the best in 
everyone and help people shine.

Distinguished Educator: Mrs. Jablonski, 7th grade Honors Math, East Middle School (retired)

Why: I, along with many others, appreciated Mrs. Jablonski’s capability to care. She was a teacher who was easy to open up to and feel 
comfortable with, without feeling diminished or judged. She was a fantastic teacher in many ways. She not only taught math lessons, but 
life lessons as well.

Student: Addisyn Rask
Teachers: Neil Kynett and Gracie Lassila
 
Parent: Jennifer Rask

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
high school experience was being a part of 
homecoming court. I was able to represent the 
school and my class while spending time and 
creating memories with some of my closest 
friends. It is such a strong week of pride and 
tradition that it will be something I remember 
forever.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Gonzaga 
University to further my education in sociology and 
criminology.

Distinguished Educator: Neil Kynett, Math, Great 
Falls High School

Why: I selected Mr. Kynett because every day you walked into his classroom, you felt welcomed and included. Mr. Kynett would 
always find ways to brighten your days, whether with his dad jokes or just asking how everyone was doing. He also relayed math to 
his students in a way that was understandable, and he was willing to take his own time to make sure you better understood the work 
you were doing.

Distinguished Educator: Gracie Lassila, 4th grade, Lincoln Elementary (retired)

Why: I chose Mrs. Lassila because even at such a young age I felt such a connection to her as my teacher. I always strived to 
achieve more in her class. She was so kind, calm and had so much patience.



Paris Gibson Education Center

Student: Karsynn Kidrick
Teachers: Yenta Jaques and Summer Davey

Parents: Danielle Zeiss and Kaleb Kidrick

Memorable experiences: Wellness Day of 2022 is 
my favorite high school memory. In Student Voice 
a close friend and I planned a special event just 
before Christmas break and brought a lot of our 
students and staff together before we separated.

Plans after high school: I have been accepted 
and plan on attending Montana State University. 
There I will continue my education to obtain a 
marketing degree. My dream for the future is to 
work at a non-profit organization as a marketing 
analyst.

Distinguished Educator: Yenta Jaques, Principal, 
Paris Gibson Education Center 

Why: I chose Mrs. Jaques because I aspire to be like her in the future. I admire her leadership skills and how much of herself she 
puts into what interests her. She is the strongest and most intelligent woman I have met. The most valuable thing I learned from her 
is that it’s okay to ask for support.

Distinguished Educator: Summer Davey, 2nd Grade, Sunnyside Elementary

Why: I selected Mrs. Davey because she was the first adult outside of my family to see me for who I am. That year of my life I wore 
sunglasses to school every day, and she showed me and others it was okay to be different. She taught all of us that no matter our 
differences, we were all equal.

Student: Trent Edwards
Teachers: Curtis Valladolid and Mary Eklund

Parents: Delores Rodriguez

Memorable experiences:  I thought Paris Gibson 
Education Center was a school for
students who had dropped out. However, in 2023, 
after my first two weeks, I felt comforted and 
supported as I committed to my education. History is 
one of my favorite subjects; I have enjoyed learning 
about the wars and the past. I was also involved in 
archery and enjoyed competing in tournaments.

Plans after high school: My plan is to get a job in 
wildland firefighting for the summer and still compete 
in mixed martial arts. My long-term goal is to join the 
military.

Distinguished Educator: Curtis Valladolid, Advisor, 
Paris Gibson Education Center

Why: Mr. Valladolid has not only been my advisor at Paris, he is also a friend and an all-around good person. Without him I don’t think I 
would even be in school. He showed me why education is important and even when I experienced hard days, he never gave up on me.

Distinguished Educator: Mary Eklund, Counselor Longfellow Elementary (retired)

Why: Mary was my CSCT counselor at Longfellow Elementary. She helped me cope with difficult situations at a young age. She was a true 
guide and mentor who made a lifelong impact.
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Student: Morgan Lamey
Teachers: Theresa Besich and Theresa Busch

Parents: Shauna Lamey and JP Lamey

Memorable experiences: The THRIVE retreat 
presented by Paris staff helped me realize that even 
the adults around me have gone through hardships 
to get to where they are today. I learned countless 
life lessons and so much about my teachers and 
peers. I look back on those memories fondly. 

Plans after high school: I have been accepted into 
the University of Montana and my plan is to study 
social work and psychology. I aspire to help others 
and make a positive impact in the community.

Distinguished Educator: Theresa Besich, 
Business Independent Study, Paris Gibson 
Education Center

Why: I chose Mrs. Besich because she was always kind to me on my bad days and on hers. I feel so lucky to know her and to have 
the opportunity to learn from her. Her creative ideas and silly jokes made the bulk of my days enjoyable, and I hope we keep in touch 
beyond graduation.

Distinguished Educator: Theresa Busch, Counselor, Sacajawea Elementary 

Why: Mrs. Busch gave me my first introduction to mental health. She taught me coping skills that I still use today. Most of my fondest 
memories in elementary school were times spent in her office. She was a stable adult in my life when I needed one the most. I am 
eternally grateful to her for that.

Student: Corbon Peres
Teachers: Dawn O’Leary and Steve Sangwin

Parents: Virginia Peres

Memorable experiences: I fought to get into this 
school; convincing my parents to let me go here 
and advocating for myself. On my first day it felt 
like a new start, and I felt good in a way I hadn’t for 
a long time. I was welcomed and I will never forget 
that feeling.

Plans after high school: I am currently in a trade 
school for welding, and I plan on pursuing that as a 
career. But if down the line it does not work out for 
me, I would love to go to culinary school and work 
in a kitchen.

Distinguished Educator: Dawn O’Leary, English, 
Great Falls High School

Why: Mrs. O’Leary was among the first teachers who I felt that I could connect with. She gave me a safe space in her room, and I felt 
comfortable being myself. She gave me a part of my day to really look forward to, and out of everything it was an English class.

Distinguished Educator: Steve Sangwin, 7th grade, East Middle School

Why: Mr. Sangwin was always down to earth and wasn’t afraid to share his own experiences. He also showed interest in student 
experiences and allowed us to speak our minds.
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Coda Tchida, Health Enhancement/Coach, Great Falls High School

Great Falls High Principal Geoff Habel describes Mr. Tchida as an outstanding teacher and lifelong 
learner of cutting edge exercise science research.

“I have not seen students flock to a personality like this before. He stands at or near the top among 
the higher-achieving classes and teachers,” said Habel. “His nature is to lift people up in their 
confidence, their self-image, and their actual gains.”

Habel added, “He is a man of character and principle, and he treats young men and women with 
respect and genuine regard.” Mr. Tchida currently teaches health classes, physical education, 
women’s weights, and advanced weights.

A thirteen-year educator, eight years with GFPS district, Mr. Tchida has been chosen as an Excellence 
in Education Distinguished Educator twice. He received the Great Falls High AA Sportsmanship 
Award in the 2023 football season. With twenty-nine All State Academic players on his team, he 
achieved the most in Bison Football history. He worked previously as the assistant coach for football 
and track. Along with football players, he provides outreach to elementary school HANDS programs.

Mr. Tchida believes he has the opportunity to be a positive motivator, providing skill and information that students can 
carry beyond the classroom to impact their overall wellbeing. When asked about his teaching philosophy he replied, 
“I strive to be a leader, a mentor— someone who inspires students to become the best version of themselves in the 
classroom, on the football field, in the weight room and in their personal lives.”

Ryan Faulk, 6th grade teacher, Riverview Elementary

Riverview Elementary Principal Nicole Heintzelman describes Mr. Faulk as a phenomenal teacher. 
She shared her observations of a particular lesson he taught on landmarks, “Mr. Faulk built an 
inquiry-based, self-discovery lesson going far beyond a lesson taught by only a book. He works to 
create a high level of engagement and accountability for learning.”

Faulk emphasized the need for academic rigor coupled with strong learning behaviors. 
“Knowledge without positive work habits and behaviors can only take a student so far.” Mr. Faulk 
wants students to understand the importance of focus, establishing goals, learning organization 
skills, and gaining persistence. Mr. Faulk believes that it is most important that students reach for 
the stars, instead of hoping one falls into their lap.

As a twenty-five year educator with the GFPS district, his experience is deep, having taught from 
1st grade through 6th grade during his long tenure. He received numerous awards during his 
career. He was selected as the Sam’s Club Teacher of the Year in 2005 and has been awarded many 
Golden Apple and Blue Ribbon school awards. He has also served as a faculty representative.

Mr. Faulk’s school participation goes beyond the classroom. He served on the math, social studies, 
ELA adoption committees, and the school’s Leadership Team. Mr. Faulk was a softball/baseball coach for twenty years 
and created and instructed catching clinics. He also coached for Heisey basketball and Boys and Girls Club football.

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to the Distinguished Educators.
At BNSF, we know investing in education is important. The future of our economy and our state depends on 
creating a skilled work force, and we are committed to supporting schools and communities across Montana.

We are proud to partner with the Great Falls Public Schools Foundation in honoring these two outstanding 
educators with the Teacher of the Year Award. Each will receive $2,500 to use for continuing education or 
classroom enhancements.
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Thanks to the hard work of 40 school groups and 
eight business outlets, the 2023 Win This Truck Raffle 
resulted in sales of $153,740 making it the second 
highest selling raffle in history. As is the case every 
year, hundreds of students— from kindergartners to 
high school seniors—canvassed the community selling 
raffle tickets, knowing that their efforts would benefit 
their school groups and education in Great Falls. 

For every $10 ticket they sold, $6 was routed back to 
their school group. In fact, over $80,000 went directly 
back to the groups who sold tickets. The remaining 
$73,740 was directed toward teacher grants for 
classroom experiences, field trips, and equipment.

The generosity of the Oakland family and City Motor 
Company makes this collaborative fundraiser possible 
each year. Since 2013, they have graciously donated 
a vehicle for the raffle that spurs on good-natured 
competition among selling groups and community 
members who buy tickets with the hopes of winning 

the grand prize— a new Toyota Tacoma. 

For second prize this year, Scheels joined in and donated 
a $1,000 gift card, which drew much interest from ticket 
buyers. The Foundation is immensely grateful for the 
longtime commitment of the Oakland family and City 
Motor Company, as well as its new partner Scheels and 
all the community members who purchase tickets each 
year.

The 2023 Toyota truck winner, Molly McLoughlin of 
Colorado, bought the winning ticket from her nephew 
TyRease Hamilton who plays on the CMR Boys Soccer 
team. Rachel Hollensead, winner of the Scheels giftcard, 
bought her ticket from the GFH Girls Soccer team.

Since the fundraiser began in 2013, $1.4 million has been 
raised with 100% of the proceeds staying in Great Falls to 
support education.

Tickets for the upcoming Truck Raffle go on sale July 1, 
2024!

Truck Raffle Raises $153,740 for Education

Stephanie Becker, Cooper Thomas and Ashley Whitney with 2023 Toyota truck winner Molly McLoughlin of Colorado and her nephew 
TyRease Hamilton from the CMR Boys Soccer team who sold her the winning ticket.
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Preschool / Elementary
Helping Kids Communicate-Talking Brix 
Jeanine Caffyn, Skyline - $2,805

Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center and Giant 
Springs Hatchery Field Trip
Rebekah Strausheim, Sunnyside Elementary - $580

Seating to Support Academic Achievement
Kristin DeHaan, West Elementary - $1,400

Life Skills Building
Kelci Eisenbarth, Riverview Elementary - $2,000

Helena Montana Field Trip
Stevie McNamee, Meadow Lark Elementary - $1,696

Foundation Awards $147,864 in Grants in 2023
In 2023 the Great Falls Public Schools Foundation awarded $147,864 in grants to assist classrooms and 
programs across the District.

Teachers often have new ideas for their classrooms and schools but do not have access to needed funds due 
to tight budgets. Discovery grants–usually between $500 and $3,000 each–provide teachers the means to 
implement their ideas. Meanwhile, groups of teachers or schools also may apply for larger Innovation grants–up 
to $10,000–for projects of greater impact. 

Since the inception of the grant program, the Foundation has distributed over $1.3 million for grants in the District. 
Grants are primarily funded by the proceeds of the annual truck raffle, which is made possible by City Motor 
Company and the Oakland family.

Montana Unit Enrichment Field Trip
Jessica Filipowicz, Meadow Lark Elementary - 
$1,288

Coding Robots for Student Learning
Stephanie Benson, Longfellow Elementary - $2,333

Amplifying Movement - P6 Ball
Kelly Norris, Giant Springs Elementary - $3,000

Pickleball
Kelly Norris, Giant Springs Elementary - $1,499

Socializing Through Sensory Play
Colette Getten, Skyline ELF Center - $2,744

2023-2024 Discovery Grant Winners

Transitional kindergarten students at Skyline socialize through sensory play. (Photo credit: Colette Getten)



Digital Scales for Science Labs
Bobbi Sangwin, East Middle School - $650

Industrial Technology Equipment
Derik Senger, East Middle School - $2,400

Microscopes for 7th Graders
Amy Harrell, East Middle School - $3,000

Football Safety Equipment for 7th Grade
Tony Hering, East Middle School - $3,000

Library-Media Center Makerspace
Noel Osterman, CMR High School - $1,000

Dashr Speed Testing System
David Lietz, CMR High School - $2,600

Outdoor Kitchen Build Project
Karl Berg, CMR High School - $2,700

Students Creativity on Full Display
Theresa Jacobs, CMR High School - $2,821

Driving Training Tools
Derik Senger, GFH/CMR $170

Applied Physics with Additive Manufacturing
Matthew LaRance, Great Falls High School - $2,000

Sensors for Data Collection
Brian Sullivan, Great Falls High School - $2,300

Electric Stringed Instruments
Elizabeth Quinby, Great Falls High School - $2,962

GFH Library Reading Challenge
Jerry Hopkins, Great Falls High School - $700

Math Class Enrichment
Kathryn Heryla, Paris Gibson Education Center - $1,500

Alternative writing tools allow nonverbal students to communicate in new and powerful ways. (Photo credit: Kelly Wiles)
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Middle School/ High School

District-Wide
Social Language/Pragmatics
Christine Masters, Speech Pathologist - $3,000

Great Falls Symphony Visit for All 4th Grade 
Students
Dusty Molyneaux, Music and Art Department - $2,500

Paris Gibson Art Museum Tours for All 3rd 
Grade Students
Dusty Molyneaux, Music and Art Department - $3,000



Updated Seating for the Sacajawea Library
Jessica McGowan, Sacajawea Elementary - $9,349

Inchy’s Bookworm Vending Machine
Ashlee Hodke (LaCasse), Meadow Lark Elementary - 
$7,399

Elementary Physical Education Equipment
Teayre Klosterman, Loy Elementary - $5,000

EMS Music Technology Lab
Lisa Sundquist, East Middle School - $4,200

Real-world Applications and Makerspace
Meggie Kotthoff, East Middle School - $5,393

NMS Music Technology Lab
Ellen Forslund, North Middle School - $4,200

Star Lab Dome
Miranda Murray, Indigenous Education - $9,382

Immerse Them in Learning
Stephanie Benson, Longfellow Elementary - $9,092

Lewis and Clark Book Vending Machine
Sabrina Scott, Lewis & Clark Elementary - $8,000

Forensic Comparison Microscopes
Jon Davis, CMR High School - $5,198

Great Falls High School Digital Makerspace
Stacy Dolderer, Great Falls High School - $9,000

Roland SG3-540 Printer/Cutter
Vince Kornick, Paris Gibson Education Center - $10,000

Motor Speech Disorder Guest Speaker
Barbara Doughty, Speech Therapy - $10,000

2023-2024 Innovation Grant Winners

CMR students use advanced microscopes to study and compare samples of physical evidence in forensic classes. 
(Photo credit: Terry Oyhamburu)
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Given an extraordinary experience, a teacher has 
new tools to impact both the learning of students and 
the work of fellow teachers.

That’s the premise behind special grants offered by 
the Great Falls Public Schools (GFPS) Foundation 
that give local teachers an amazing opportunity for 
deep-dive learning and teaching.

This year one teacher spent a week studying 
volcanoes in Hawaii, another trekked up a mountain 
in Nepal, and a third grant brought in a specialized 
instructor for all the elementary music teachers.

Funds for the grants were presented to the GFPS 
Foundation by the Robbins de Beaumont Family 
Foundation. A member of the family, Deb Porcarelli, 
is a Great Falls resident and lifelong educator. While 
teaching, she experienced firsthand the value of 
opportunities for immersive learning in particular 
subject areas. She wanted teachers in Great Falls 
to benefit from the same kinds of experiences but 
was aware that state and federal funding sources no 
longer existed. With her vision in mind, she reached 
out to the Foundation to brainstorm a solution.

Thanks to the generosity of Deb Porcarelli’s family, 
the GFPS Foundation has received $30,000 for each 
of the past two years to support unique experiences 
for teachers. Proposals are evaluated by a grant 
selection team of curriculum specialists within the 

school district who ensure projects contribute to 
student learning in powerful ways.

“The Foundation has always demonstrated a 
commitment to making GFPS a better place to teach. 
The Immersive Professional Learning Grant provides 
another way to show teachers that the journey of 
continuing education doesn’t have to be limited to 
the walls of a workshop,” said Brooke Knowles, a 
third-grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary and grant 
recipient.

Knowles spent a week in January with a team of 
education professionals studying the geology of 
volcanoes in the Hawaiian Islands.

She brought that learning back to her school, where 
she not only helped create learning material relevant 
to all grades, but also worked with her peers to 
show how they could teach the new material. An 
opportunity for her to share her learning with all 
elementary teachers is scheduled for August. 

“Sometimes science seems out of reach for kids, 
but this experience made me realize all the ways it 
can be more relevant and accessible. You can go 
to Giant Springs State Park and see evidence and 
examples of geology. Kids can learn to identify rocks 
and minerals from their own backyards,” Knowles 
said. “This experience helped show me there are 
more accessible ways to give students information 

Immersive Experiences Inspire Teachers 
to Take Learning to the Next Level

Great Falls High School teacher Amber Lloyd at the peak of Gokyo Ri in Nepal. (Photo credit: Amber Lloyd)
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on fascinating topics that can spark 
their curiosity.”

Amber Lloyd, the Great Falls 
High School teacher who trekked 
in Nepal, similarly brought back 
lessons not only for her students, 
but also for other teachers and even 
interested community members. 
And the elementary music teachers 
who learned new approaches 
are now able to share common 
vocabulary and teaching practices 
with their middle school and high 
school colleagues.

“These grants fill a gap that there’s 
simply no other way of funding,” 
said Stephanie Becker, executive director of 
the Foundation. “They allow teachers to step 
away from the classroom and engage deeply 
in subjects they have a passion for, then share 
what they’ve learned. It’s a truly remarkable 
opportunity.”

The potential of funding from the Robbins de 
Beaumont Family Foundation sunsets after 
three years. The GFPS Foundation is relying on 
the community to step in with funding to carry 
on the good work that the family foundation so 
generously brought to life. 

2023-2024 Immersive Professional 
Learning Grant Recipients

Year-Long Training Experience in First Steps in 
Music Curriculum 
Dusty Molyneaux, District-Wide Music Instruction - 
$8,712

Mt. Everest School Exploration and Trek in 
Nepal
Amber Lloyd, Great Falls High School - $6,632

Volcanic Activity and Geology Study in Hawaii
Brooke Knowles, Lincoln Elementary - $4,285

Lincoln Elementary teacher Brooke Knowles explores the unique geological characteristics of Hawaiian volcanic sites. (Photo credit: Brooke Knowles)
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Andrew Nunez Memorial CMR Basketball 
Scholarship

Ann Houliston Scholarship

Bertha Feaster Memorial Scholarship

Bison Family Scholarship

Blewett Family Scholarship

Blythe Brandvold Award for Academic 
Excellence

Braget Family Scholarship for Healthcare

Braget Family Scholarship for Social Work

Bud Robertson Memorial Scholarship

Carl Straight Memorial Scholarship

Carnahan Towing Softball Scholarship

Cascade County Bar Association Scholarship

CMR Class of ‘18 Green and Gold Scholarship

CMR Deserving Scholar Award

CMR Quarterback Club Scholarship

Dave Crum Scholarship

Dave Nebel Memorial Scholarship

David and Patty Van Tighem Scholarship

David Delcomte Memorial Scholarship

Dean Riggin Memorial Music Scholarship

Dolores Frisbee Memorial Scholarship

D.M. Garrity MD Scholarship

D.W. Loney Memorial Scholarship

Dustin Parker Memorial Scholarship

Earl and Maudene Stice Memorial Scholarship

Ed Warren Education Scholarship

Eidel Family Scholarship

Enio and Mary Bofto Scholarship

Frances Kirwin Scholarship for Girls

Frank and Arlene Osborne Scholarship

Fred and Vasilia Grasseschi Memorial 
Scholarship

George W. and Kathleen Tracy Scholarship

GFH Alumni Softball Scholarship

GFH Class of ’80 New Beginnings Scholarship

GFH Class of ‘87 True Blue Scholarship

GFH Class of ‘89 Bison Spirit Scholarship

GFH Deserving Scholar Award

GFH Legacy of ‘58 Scholarship

GFH Spirit of ‘58 Scholarship

GFPS Foundation Art Scholarship

Great Falls Farmer’s Market Scholarship

Great Falls Former Soroptimist Club 
Scholarship

Great Falls Leadership Scholarship

Great Falls Moose Lodge Scholarship

Gus Bannon Cross Country Scholarship

Hampton Collins Memorial Foundation 
Scholarship

Hinz Family Scholarship

Hoppock Memorial Scholarship

Indian Education Scholarship

Jack and Rosann Johnson Scholarship

Jacqueline J. Wright Scholarship

Jake Arntson Teammate of the Year 
Scholarship

James and Miriam Weitz Memorial 
Scholarship

Jan Cahill Memorial Scholarship

Jaraczeski Family Scholarship

Jason Poirier Memorial Scholarship

Jason V. Christofferson Memorial Scholarship

Jeannette Garver Memorial Scholarship

Jennifer Joy Astrin Memorial Scholarship

Joe and Nettie Ogrin Scholarship

Kathleen Bowman Memorial Scholarship

Kathryn Hill Memorial Scholarship*

Kelly Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Ken Maddox Memorial Scholarship

Kent Seaton Memorial Scholarship for 
Engineering

Langevin Family Scholarship

Leroy Bleek Scholarship

Leslie Lyon Forensic Scholarship

Scholarships Managed by the GFPS Foundation
The Foundation administers over 100 scholarships which provided 182 awards totaling $359,000 to local students 
in 2023. Scholarships make post-secondary education more achievable and encourage graduates to continue 
to grow and broaden their perspectives after their time in Great Falls Public Schools. If you or your business is 
interested in establishing a scholarship, please contact Stephanie Becker at 268-6021.  
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Scholarship representatives Joanie Agamenoni and Adam Agamenoni with Jake Arntson 
Teammate of the Year (Spring) recipient Alex Bloomgren. (Photo credit: Terry Oyhamburu)



x    

27  

Christine Baroch, Great Falls High School

Bethany Burke, Mountain View Elementary

Kylan Hallett, CMR High School

Kathryn Heryla, Paris Gibson Education 
Center

Montana Johnson, Loy Elementary

Rochelle Johnson, Longfellow Elementary

Hailey Kemp, Sacajawea Elementary

Brittney Lampert, West Elementary

Michael Lanier, Great Falls High School

Erica LaTray, East Middle School

Amanda McCarvel, Riverview Elementary

Shannon McInerney, District Wide

Holly Morris, North Middle School

Dawn O’Leary, Great Falls High School

Laura Rawlins, C.M. Russell High School

Zack Ringler, Great Falls High School

Whitney Staub, Great Falls High School

Debra TenNapel, Elementary Instrumental

Crystal Van De Riet, Great Falls High School

Rachel Visser, Lincoln Elementary

Lillian Knudson-Johnson 
Scholarship

Lorraine Bronson Forensic 
Scholarship

Louise Hollar Clarke Memorial 
Golf Scholarship

Lowell Hults Scholarship

Lowry Family Scholarship

Mark Hoard Memorial Scholarship

Modesto “Jr.” Rosales Memorial 
Music Scholarship

Neil Curry Memorial Scholarship

O.C. Seltzer Art Scholarship

Palm Appreciation Scholarship

Payne Family Scholarship

Pearl Matteson Award

Phil and Stella Palm Scholarship

R. Lee and Grace Shockley 
Memorial Scholarship

Ron and Mary Tihista Memorial 
Music Scholarship

Ross Johnson Memorial 
Scholarship

Rudolf Schoesser Memorial 
Scholarship

Sallie Hollecker Linnell Memorial 
Scholarship

Samantha Ann Sipes Memorial 
Scholarship

Sam’s Hope Foundation 
Scholarship

Seaton Family Scholarship for 
Healthcare

Shelby Lorena Eve Memorial 
Nursing Scholarship

Sisters United Scholarship

SRO Cory Reeves Scholarship

Steve Olson Orchestra 
Scholarship

Taryn Brody Memorial Scholarship

Treacy Giesler Memorial 
Scholarship

Tyson Nimmick Memorial 
Scholarship

Vocational Work Scholarship

Walter Marron Scholarship

Wilford and Lillian Lemire 
Scholarship

Teacher Scholarships 
Awarded in 2023
Heisey Foundation Teacher Scholarships are awarded annually to up to 
twenty teachers seeking to enhance and advance their education. Each 
recipient receives $1,000. 

Thanks to funding from the Heisey Foundation, these ambitious educators 
will be able to pursue board certification, advanced degrees, endorsements, 
and other academic work that supports GFPS goals and initiatives.

Scholarship donor Kelley Bushong with Jason Poirier Memorial Scholarship recipient 
Dani Senger. (Photo credit: Kelley Bushong)
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Jessica Conley
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher

Ashley Corder
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith
Aaron Jewett

Wynn Davis
Mary Proud

Brittney De La Garza
John Stokes

Dorothy Dedmon
Ophelia Tirums

Roy Deleo
Anonymous

Kristin Dige
Ivey Vandermissen

Stacy Dolderer
Greg and Tracy Milton

Barbara Doughty
Anonymous

Suzie Doughty
Teddy McGehee

Danielle Campbell
Anonymous
Ophelia Tirums

Kent Carlson
Amy Harrell

MacKenzie Carter
AnnMarie Anderson

Nancy Carter
Katy Moriarity

Sheri Carter
Cheryl Dorn

Jill Christensen
Jay and Amy Forsman

Andrea Clairmont
Erica Weaver

Charity Clark
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher

Stacie Clayton
AnnMarie Anderson

Jordan Clutter
Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Kerry Albrecht
Diane Seder

Ben Algeo
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Kelly Arnold
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Carla Arnott
Amy Harrell

Sara Barker
Jordan and Brian Crosby

Jami Barnicoat
Shelan Kaky

Jeri Beck
Jane and Barry Newmack

Erin Bell
Faith Spence

Kara Bell
Amy Harrell

Billi Bergman
Christopher Abbas
Alan and Laura Crist

Theresa Besich
Amy Sterling

Kori Beutler
Anonymous

Alyssa Birkett
Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Kimberlee Boyd
Kierce Olaso

Jayci Braaten
Kerri Bekker

Echo Brady
Polly Campbell

Bailey Brawley
Faith Spence

Nicole Broadhurst
Katie Rediske

Chelsa Buehner
Diane Seder

Renae Burleigh
Diane Seder

Jeanine Caffyn
Anonymous

Gold Star Recognition Awards
Names in bold are teachers or school staff honored by community members for their work. 

Jessica Douglas
Garri Mauch

Colleen Dues
Viktoria Doerr

Alex Estes
Katie Rediske

Erin Evenhus
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Jenna Evertz
Mariohn Demas

Jessica Filipowicz
Ashley Ray

Leslie Fischer
Aaron Jewett

John Fontana
Taira Smith

Eryn Frahm
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher

Courtney Francetich
Brett and Jacie Schoenen

Ann Marie Fraser
Erica Weaver
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Sarah Gallardo
Diane Seder

Donna Garton
Brittany Stubbs

Mr. Gary
Sage Nelson

Skip Garza
Jordan and Brian Crosby
Curtis and Jill Hunt

Colette Getten
Anonymous

Kandace Gliko-Stimac
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Tara Habel
Cassie Balcom

Katie Hagen
Polly Campbell

Leesa Halcro
Anonymous
Amy Harrell

Stephanie Halko
Diane Seder

Randi Hall
Brett and Jacie Schoenen

Susanne Halley
Kerri Bekker
Erica Harp

Misty Handa
John Stokes

Natasha Handa
John Stokes

Sandy Harrington
Diane Seder

Marsi Helgeson
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Cassandra Hembree
Kristin DeHaan

Amanda Hendrickson
Desiree Vinson

Jennifer Hendrickson
Helena Lovick and Troy 

Lane
MaryAnn Shultz

Ashley Hodke
Taira Smith

Amy Hollenback
Holly Wulf

Kayla Holzheimer
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher

Erin Houtz
Jason and Anna 

Christensen

Katharine Howard
Karly Ames
Ross Thomas

Tracey Hughes
Kerri Bekker

Rhonda Hunter
Jane and Barry Newmack

Stacey Isackson
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Ben Jacques
Anonymous
Diane Seder

Ashley Jerome
Amanda Tharp

Alex Johnson
Katie Rediske

Toree Johnson
Brett and Jacie Schoenen

Tina Jolly
Hallie Bilbrey

Taylor Jones
Emily Grant

Hailey Kemp
Aaron Jewett

Brooke Knowles
Jay and Amy Forsman

Stacey Krahe
Jane and Barry Newmack

Darcy Kuntz
Anonymous
Jordan and Brian Crosby

Leslie Kynett
Jazmin Mendez
Marci Myles

Nichol Lafond Rooney
Ryleigh Gaytan

Stephanie Larweck
Shawna Uhrich

Haylee Lee
Kristin DeHaan

Deborah Lins
Curtis and Jill Hunt
Kaitlyn Kelly

Heidi Little
Amy Harrell
Amanda Long

Lexa Loch
Anonymous

Diane Logan
Kierce Olaso
Diane Seder

Janelle Lund
Haley Neisinger

Emily Lynch
Viktoria Doerr

Deidre Martinko
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Shyla Maziarz
Miranda Preston

Kristin McDermott
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher

Jamie McGraw
Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Airyanna McLane
Amanda Tharp

Rebecca McMickle
Shawna Uhrich

Stevie McNamee
Kaitlyn Kelly

Megan Meadows
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher
Nikea Miller

Amber Scribner

Haley Milton
Richard and Nancy 

Doughten
Whitney Olson and Doug 

Little

Cameo Mitchell
Amber Scribner

Nicole Moon
Nathan and Laurel Gregier

Ashley Moore
Amy Harrell

Ty Moore
Viktoria Doerr

Joshua Mueller
Sage Nelson

Ashley Munden
Faith Spence

Tara Murillo
Dave and Betty Callies-

Melby

Gold Star Recognition Awards
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Gold Star Recognition Awards
Chandra Murphy

Sara Palagi

Andrew Nagengast
Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Brenna Norris
Miranda Preston

Elaine Nutter
Brett and Jacie Schoenen

Deborah Oakes
Elyse Smith

Alexis Oatman
Garri Mauch

Lindsey O’Brien
Robert and Barbara 

Butcher

Jessica Oeleis
Miranda Preston

Rebecca O’Hara McMickle
Callie Ross

Jerry Olson
Molly Beck

Allison O’Neill
Adam Starr

Patricia Pace
Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Deva Patina
Hailey Pronteau

Stacy Petrini
Diane Seder

Denise Pidcock
Jane and Barry Newmack

Annie Poole
Devon Breuer
Amanda Tharp

Miranda Preston
Katie Rediske

Elizabeth Quinby
Wayne Quinby

Heidi Rieger
Jordan and Brian Crosby

Joanne Rohrback
Jane and Barry Newmack

Tara Rosipal
Jane and Barry Newmack

Callie Ross
Becky Burns

Kathy Sanders
Polly Campbell

Betsy Schaffer
Amy Harrell

Cindy Schroer
Sage Nelson

Sabrina Scott
Diane Seder

Derik Senger
Amy Harrell

Kimberly Shanahan
Cassie Balcom

Stacie Skawinkski
Ashley Ray

Jean Smith
Jason and Anna 

Christensen

Taira Smith
Joyclynn Saylor
Holly Wulf

Staci Spearing
Kristen Schreiner

Elizabeth Spragg
Marci Myles

Roger Spring
Jane and Barry Newmack

Christy Stevens
Amy Harrell

John Stewart
Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Elyssa Stokes
Karly Ames

Rebekah Strausheim
Cassie Balcom
Shanelle Holt

Heidi Stubbs
Diane Seder

Chad Sunchild
Diane Seder

Tony Swartz
Amy Harrell

Carly Swingly
Amy Harrell

Kathie Sybrant
Jane and Barry Newmack

Sheila Taggart
Kristin DeHaan

Debra Thomas
Katy Moriarity

Sheryl Thompson
Erica Weaver

Kristal Thunstrom
Cheryl Dorn

Cody Toner
Helena Lovick and Troy 

Lane

Katie Toth
Haley Neisinger

Jennifer Tucker
Polly Campbell

Severina Turner
Dan Chen

Krystal Tweet
Garri Mauch

Tara Tylinski
Kristi Gange

Jennifer Volkmar
Amy Harrell

Barbara Ward
Polly Campbell

Lainie Warneke
Teddy McGehee

Shannon Watson
Kness Family

Robin Western
Anonymous

Ashley Whitaker
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Leslie Whiteman
Jane and Barry Newmack

Mary Wren
Amy Harrell

Lela Wright
Tonya Shumaker

Linda Yates
Katie Rediske



																              

Donna Aafedt
Susan Reppe

Arno Anderson
Jona and Bob McNamee

Jake Arntson
Jeff and Joan Agamenoni

Roger and Ellen Arntson
Jeff and Joan Agamenoni

Terri Arntson
Jeff and Joan Agamenoni

Betty Bandy
Robert and Kerry Bronson

Joyce Baumberger
Judith Curtis Waldron

Shirley Baune
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Jeff Beecroft
Lane and Sheryl Freiboth

Craig Bimler
Robert and Kerry Bronson

Marianne Birkenbuel
Harry Birkenbuel

Steve Birkoski
Darcy Birkoski

Isabell Blossom
Jim and Lynda Morin

Lottie Lincoln Bourdeau
Annette Anderson
Lynn Bersch
Karlene Frank
Karen Krstulich

Margaret Butcher
Kris and Mary Beatty
Gerald and Margaret 

Butcher
Veronica and Robert 

Griffith
Reach Higher Montana

Tom and Jan Robitaille
Ronald and Carol Shipley
Peggy Smith
T.E.S.T., Inc.
Cecilia Tank

Patrick James “PJ” Casey
Ian and Nancy Davidson

Jason Christofferson
Richard and Joanne 

Christofferson

Jim Conroy
Harold and Judy Spilde

Gene Cook
Thomas and Marilyn Hall
Jim and Mary Larson
Douglas Palmer

Guy Crowe
James and Sandra 

Cummings

Jim Cummings
James and Sandra 

Cummings

Frances and Gene Daniels
Linda and Daniel Donovan

David Delcomte
Judith and Wayne Ellington

Ebby Devine
Kevin and Ramona Devine
Diana Talcott

Betty and Jack Eidel
Patti Ashmore

Rick Evans
Kenneth Meske

Shelby Eve
Robert and Kerry Bronson

Kathleen Firman
Brett and Shelly 

Fagenstrom
Paul and Sharon Lindstrom

Frankie Forslund
Ginny L. Bennett

Betty Grant
James and Sandra 

Cummings
Shirley Davis
Gary and Susan DeGooyer
Jerry Ferderer
Jim Grant
Tyler Griffin
Douglas Palmer
PEO Chapter I
Dale and Dianne Pohle
Deborah Sullivan
Larry and Rebecca Williams
Toni Marie Zadick

Michael Greely
Dayton S. Misfeldt

Ernest Duane Hannula
Mike and Susan Hannula

Judy Henneberg
Steve Henneberg

Bob Jones
Mary Clayton

Bill Kempa
Sandra Kempa

Rolland “Sam” Kolve
Sam’s Hope Foundation

Brenda Kornick
John and Nancy Dutchak

Kathie Kummer
Ray Kummer

Deborah Ann Kuntz
Mary Clayton

Dr. Thomas Lacey
Tammy Lacey and Mitch 

Johnson

James Larkin
North Middle School

Roger Larson
Toni and Roger Larson

Dale O’Brien
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Connie LeVasseur
Jona and Bob McNamee
P.E.O. Chapter B. D.
Bonnie Thompson
Ted and Mary Lou Wiest

Lyle Leverentz
Kevin and Linda 

McCafferty

Richard Marberg
Beverly Rountree

Dennis Mathson
Jona and Bob McNamee

Diana Mayer
Laura Mayer

Judge Thomas 
McKittrick

Kathy Van Tighem

GFPS Employee Family 
Members

		  Donations made by 
Superintendent Tom 
Moore in memory of 
family members of 
GFPS employees

Kenneth J. Nelson
Windy Bowman

Claudia O’Connell
Katie and Maddie Allen
Meranda Bass
Steve and Deb Erwin
Patricia Huber
John and Terry Korpela
Paul Lloyd-Davies
Jane and Barry 

Newmack
Sheila Rice
Jeremy and Rae Smith
Kathy Van Tighem

Memorial Donations
The following donor lists include gifts received January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023.

While we make every effort to get names correct, occasional errors occur. Please call Stephanie Becker at 
(406) 268-6021 if you find we omitted or misspelled your name to allow us to apologize and correct our records. 
Thank you again for your gift and, if necessary, your forbearance.
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Memorial Donations

Honor Donations

Ronald Patterson
Gloria and Raymond 

Pankratz

Jean Paxton
Robert and Jamie Marshall
Thornton Paxton

Millie Platisha
Jeff Platisha

Jay Powers
Dan and Kay Sullivan

Roger Reichert
Arlyne Reichert

Patti Ashmore
Gail Carter

Tim Austin
D.A. Davidson 

Companies

Doug Bennyhoff
Sharon Bennyhoff

Branch Brady
Kristian Madsen

Jared and Anne Brown
Richard and Donna 

Dengel

Connor Cappis
Martha Cappis

Logan Corn
Debbie Corn

Dave Crum
Ellie Crum

Ellie Crum
Steven Grout

Ruby Dean
Peggy Dean

Marcia Eidel
Patti Ashmore

Bud Robertson
Bill and Carol Bronson
Brad Robertson

June Thompson Roth
Bill and Carol Bronson
Lewis and Sasha Card
GFPS Cabinet
Tammy Lacey and Mitch 

Johnson
Gary Owen
Brian and Patty Patrick
Tammie Siller

Larry Rowton
Betty J. Rowton

Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith
Patti Ashmore

Jeff and Mary Gray
Randy and Nora Gray

Steve Grout
Dave and Darcy Crum

Nicole Hickey
Paula Kaufman

Luke Hollenback
Amy Hollenback
Carol Mathew

Virginia Horner
Brett and Shelly 

Fagenstrom

Gordon Johnson
Scott and Lisa Shull

Mark Johnson
Brian Collier

Tell Keaster
D.A. Davidson 

Companies

Kohoutek Children and 
Grandchildren

Shari Kohoutek

Rick Seltzer
Mary Clayton

Kenneth W. Sharp
Richard W. Dohrman

Josy Slaymaker
Audy and Anne Baack
Marianne Haigh
Dick and Paula Wilmot

Kay Sullivan
Dan and Kay Sullivan
Janet and Paul Tatarka

Greg Ulmer
Curtis and Jill Hunt

Jordann Lankford
Yellowstone Forever

Mahoney Family
Doug Mahoney

Ally Matison
Kelsey Bock

Tom Moore
Scott and Lisa Shull

Lynda Morin
Ashby and Jacquie 

Burchard

Stu and Janie Nicholson
Douglas and Paige 

Nicholson

Danny Nisbet
Michael and Helen Nisbet

North Middle School 
Students

Gary Sorum

Paula Payne
Paula Kaufman

Shannon Reimers and 
Family

Rosalie and Henry Reimers

Karen Wallen
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Susan Wende
Paul and Sharon Lindstrom

Betty Jeanne Wolfe
JoAnn Rohrback

Fran Wylder
Robert and Kerry Bronson

Bob Zadick
Toni Marie Zadick

 

Jose Rodriguez
Doug Leeds

Bill Sandaker
Lindsey Gustafson

Cailyn and Courtney 
Schroeder

Jon and Sandy Schroeder

Becca Sherman
Mark Sherman

Ken Small
Dayton S. Misfeldt

Kasi Thompson
Carol Thompson

David and Patty Van 
Tighem

Linda Van Tighem

Kelly Wiles
Kathy Van Tighem

Bryan Wilkes
Lisa Wilkes

Elden Wilson
Vickie Smith

Jerry Yoder
Ray and Michelle Yoder

 



Anonymous Donors

1st Liberty Federal Credit 
Union

360 Office Solutions

AbbVie

Lynda and David Adams

ADF International Inc

James and Susan 
Adolphson

Adrenaline Fundraising

Adam Agamenoni

Mike and Rebecca 
Agamenoni

Noel Alexander

Alfrey Family Fund

Amazon Smile

Amigo Lounge

Rachel Amthor

Fred and Vicky Anderson

Bruci Ann Hall

Jo Ann Stevenson

Larry and Mary Ann Seitz

Tawnie Aschim

Atlas Neurology

James and Carol Auth

John and Susan Avery

John Avery

Ayrshire Dairy Farm

Jennifer Baker

Martin and Sharon 
Bannon

Bill Tacke and Barbara 
Teberg

Brian and Suzann Bartz

Stephanie Becker

Belt Theater Company

Belt Valley Bank

Bench Industries

Benefis Health System

Sarah and Douglas 
Bennyhoff

Brad and Billi Bergman

Kaye Bergman

Clyde and Roberta 
Bigelow

Bison Family Scholarship

Bison Ford

Blackfeet Community 
College

Rodney and Ana Blake

Richard and Virginia 
Blevins

Dianna Bliss

Glenn and Juliann Bliss

Carolyn Bloemendaal

Daren and Joella 
Bloomgren

BNSF Railway 
Foundation

Boeing Company

Boes Eye Care

Borrie’s

Keith and Rebecca 
Bortnem

Mike Bourret

Mark Bovingdon

Mary and Jude Bowe

Byron Boyd

Benny and Karen 
Brandvold

Kenneth and Blythe 
Brandvold

Bravera Bank

Brennan Heating & 
Cooling

Kylie Brost

Alvin and Leah Brown

Kelsey and Shawn Brown

Laura Buck

Cheryl Buel

Terra Burnham

Ira Burton

Kelley Bushong

Clyde and Carol Byerly

Wendy Caldwell

Tanya and David 
Cameron

Carman Campagna

Chris and Brenda Canine

Rebecca Cappis Nelson

Linda Caricaburu and 
Brad Talcott

Gail Carter

Cascade County Bar 
Association

Dennis Castle

Central Plumbing & 
Heating Inc

CMR Cheer

Eric and Pam Chigbrow

Alan and Sandra 
Christensen

City Motor Company

Charity Clark

Rick and Sherri Clark

Dennis Clarke

Mary C Clayton

CMR Boy’s Basketball

CMR Boy’s Soccer

CMR Cross Country

CMR Football

CMR Girls Basketball

CMR Girl’s Soccer

CMR Quarterback Club

CMR Swimming

CMR Tennis

CMR Track

CMR Volleyball

CMR Wranglers

CMR Wrestling

James Cook

John and Raina Cordich

Brandon and Angela 
Costley

Lorna Coulthard

Mandi Crandell

Cheryl Crawley

Alan and Laura Crist

Crist Dental

Jordan and Brian Crosby

GN and CK Cunniff

D&L Livestock DBA

D.A. Davidson 
Companies

Jerome and Wilma Dailey

Scott and Joan Dailey

Donors
The following donor lists include gifts received January 1, 2023 through December 31, 2023.

While we make every effort to get names correct, occasional errors occur. Please call Stephanie Becker at 
(406) 268-6021 if you find we omitted or misspelled your name to allow us to apologize and correct the records.
Thank you again for your gift and, if necessary, your forbearance.
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Donors
Doug and Vicky Darko

Andrew and Wendy Davidson

Davidson Family Foundation

Kathy Davis

Shirley Davis

John Davison Jr.

Days Inn Of Great Falls

DeEtte Weber Agency

Carolyn Deevy

Gary and Susan DeGooyer

Barbara Deitz

Lisa Demallie

Detailed Construction 
Company

Gerald and Ann Devereux

Bob and Sue Dickenson

Delbert and Sharon Dieziger

DMMD-IT LLC

Duane and Lois Dockter

Viktoria Doerr

Donald Doty

Downtown Dice & Games

Driven Inc.

Thomas and Cynthia Duffy

Lee and Harriet Dunbar

Phil and Vicki Dunham

Durocher & Winter, PC

Sandra Dust

Eagle Beverage

Eckroth Music

Edward Jones

Joel Egberg

John Einan

Electric City Plumbing

Elkin Family Dentistry PC

Emerald City Casino

Episcopal Church of the 
Incarnation

Steve and Deb Erwin

Estate of Deborah Garrity

Timothy and Stacey Eve

Daniel Ewen

Merrick Family

Farmers Union Insurance

Mary Faulhaber

Faure Holden Attorneys At 
Law, P.C.

Ferriter Freelance Court 
Reporting LLC

Gloria Fey

Jim and Debbie Filipowicz

First Interstate 
Bancsystem 
Foundation

First Interstate Bank

Erin Flaherty

Justin and Melissa Flaten

Flower Farm

Forde Nursery-
Landscaping

Dody Foster

Kay Foster

Fraternal Order of Eagles

Michelle Fried

Frontier Physical Therapy

Frontline Ag Solutions, 
LLC

Bruce and Karen Gaare

Steven and Lola Galloway

Angela Garrity

Rick and Karen Gartzka

General Mills Inc.

Amber Gerber

Gerber’s of Montana, Inc.

GFHS Boys Basketball

GFHS Class of 1963

GFPS District

Jack and Sheila Giesler

Cailyn Gillis

Anne Ginnaty Roraback

Glenn E. Tremper, PLLC

Gold Dust Casino

Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Tina Goodenough

Gloria Goodrich

Kenneth and Virginia 
Grady

Terry Graham

Dennis and Marianne 
Granlie

Benjamin R. Graybill

Jessica and Turner 
Graybill

Great Falls Association of 
Realtors

Great Falls Clinic Hospital

Great Falls Farmer’s 
Market

Great Falls High Softball 
Alumni

Great Falls Moose Lodge 
#532

Great Falls Police 
Protective Association

Great Falls Voyagers

Nathan and Laurel Gregier

Gayle Gregovich

Judy Gretch

Rose and David Greytak

Paul and Mitzi Griffin

Steven Grooms

Greg Grosenick

Corey Gunderson

Guy Tabacco Construction

H&R Inc.

Habit,

Bret and Susan Hagel

Halftime Sports Bar

Jason and Tammy 
Hamma

Dennis and Patricia 
Hanenburg

Paul and Abigail Hansen

Dick and Jean Hanson

Erica Harp

Harp Financial Group

Amy Harrell

Fred and Jane Hashley

Jennifer Hazelton

Kevin and Dyana 
Heffernan

Heisey Foundation

Carol Helseth

Louis Hermiller

Ruth Hill

Himco, Inc.

James Hinde M.D.

Karen Hjelvik

Laura Hodges

Leslie Hoffman

Juanita Hogenson

Larry and Kathy Holum

Home Builders 
Association of Great 
Falls

Brian and Stacy Hopkins

Horizon Credit Union

Keri Horton

Tom and Jan Horton

Kris Houtonen

Howard’s Pizza

Patricia Huber



Rhett and Heidi Hulett

Matthew Humbert

Jim and Lucretia 
Humphrey

Rachel Huotari

Christine Hurray

Jesse and Erin Hursh

Jordan Husted

Income Research & 
Management

Paula Jackson

Mary Jahner

Bob and Cindy James

Dean Jardee

JCCS

Jeffrey S. Ferguson Law 
Office, PLLC

Chuck and Gerry Jennings

Jordan Jernigan

Jack and Rosann Johnson

Jeremiah and Katie 
Johnson

Laura Johnson

Johnson Distributing

Robert Jorgensen

Colin Joyner

Bernice Karnop

Kelley Connect

Bob and Sheila Kelly

Kathleen Kelly

Wiley Kendle

Key Club

Key to Great Falls LLC

Marlene Killion

John Bebee and Kim 
Schulke

Arnold and Rochelle 
Kimmerle

Mark and Patty Kohoutek

Thomas A. Kopp

Tom and Katie Kotynski

Darcy Kuntz

Grace Lacy

Stacey Lamy

Delores Landsverk

Anders Larsson

Eldon and Erica Latray

Morgan and Mindy Leach

Theodore Leckband

Todd and Heidi Lepard

Daniel and Heather 
Levandowski

Nancy A. Lewis

Lincoln PTA

Jason and Kelly Lindseth

Madeline Linnell

Wayne Linnell

Brad Livingston

Joseph Lloyd

Colette Longin

Brian and Patty Loucks

Louise Hollar Clarke 
Memorial Golf 
Scramble

Gary and Marie Lowry

Patrick M Luwe

Linda Lydiard

M&D Construction Inc.

Jack and Gail Macek

Macek Property 
Management

Erik Madsen

Marshall Orthodontics 

Anne and Larry Martinez

David and Sally Mathers

MaxStone Marble & 
Granite

Sanford and Eugene 
McAllister

James and Rose 
McCarvel

Bethann McGregor and 
David Cerotzke

Mary McGregor and Eric 
Schultz

William and Juanita 
McGregor

Mary McKay

Suzanne McKinnon

Meadow Lark PTA

Merck Foundation

Kenneth Meske

Mark and Andrea Meyer

Mighty Mo Brewing Co.

Mighty Mo Volleyball 
Club LLC

Linda Miller

Robert and Carole Miller

DuBois Mills

Jerry and Kim Mohland

John and Kim Molloy

Montana Chapter of the 
UPMA

Montana Federal Credit 
Union

Montana Federation Of 
Public Employees

Jim and Cindy Moodie

Scott and Kayla Moodie

Tom and Rhonda Moore

Jim and Lynda Morin

Pat Murphy

Murphy Law Firm

Brent and Jean Murray

Jack and Jody Murray

Thomas and Annette Nau

Bob and Marsha Nebel

Todd Neighbor

James and Rosemary 
Neilsen

Ron and Becky Nelson

Jane and Barry Newmack

JoAnn Niemeyer

Brad and Peg Nimmick

Christopher and Megan 
Norman

North Central MT Retired 
Educators Association

Northwest Pipe Fittings 
Inc.

NorthWestern Energy

Gwen and Craig Nowak

Tony and Christina Nunez

Oakland Family 
Foundation

Oasis Water Service

Odegaard, Kovacich, 
Snipes PC

Fishers of Men

Brandon Olds and Susan 
McIntyre

Catherine Olsen

Dick and Debbie Olson

Opportunity Bank of 
Montana

Harlan and Pat Orham

Glenn and Elaine 
Osborne

Our Savior’s Lutheran

Terry Oyhamburu

Jenny Painter

David Palmer

Francine Palmer

John and Nancy Paris

Mike Parker

Donors
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Pasta Montana, LLC

Brian and Patty Patrick

Paulette and Edmund 
Patterson

Cheryl Patton

Sharon Patton-Griffin

Paula and Chuck Paul

Ruth Perry

Shannon Petersen

Lisa Pierce

Pit Boss, LLC

Dorothy Pitcock

Joseph Aline and Polly 
Kuglin

Procraft Body & Paint

Public Drug Company

Willie and Melissa Pyette

Dr. David R. and Shelley 
Neil

Philip and Teresa 
Rainforth

Reach Higher Montana

Cory and Jenny Reeves

Patricia Reynolds

Stacy and Errol Rice

Philip and Rebecca 
Richards

Russell and Judy 
Riesenberg

Terry and Mary Robbins

Brad Robertson

Francie Robertson

Kenneth Robertson

Claire Roehm

Wendy and William 
Roehm

Roland and Helen Lapee 
Family Foundation

Janell O’Rourke

Trish “Rowland” Harrison

SAC Inc DBA Heidelberg 
Lounge

Sacajawea Elementary 
School PTA

Robbie Salcido

Sam’s Hope Foundation

Scott and Susan Sanford

Frank Hagel and Sara 
Walsh

Savage Motorsports

Scaling Away RDH 
Temping

Scheels

Valerie Scheevel

Jonathon Schenk

Rod Schlecht

Steve and Carla Schnider

David and Tamela 
Scholten

Robert and Molly Schulte

Thomas and Mardel Scott

Clark Seaton

Holly Seaton

Diane Seder

Steve and Carol Seltzer

Jessica Service

David and Shirley Shane

Elizabeth Shea

Robert and Margaret 
Short

Sisters United

Debra Skinner

Patricia Sletten

Sletten Construction Co.

Ken Small

Jennifer Smith

Jeremy and Rae Smith

Michael and Jean Smith

Jack Somppi

Soroptimist International 
Great Falls

David Spaulding

Roger and Deb Spring

Marie Standiford

Desirae Starling

Bob Stingley

Ruth Stone

Amanda Storkson

Sean and Suzanne Sturges

Mark Sullivan

Superior Cleaning

Swensen & Company

T&K Truckco LLC

Taco Treat of Great Falls

James Talcott

James and Jill Tanner

Tara Grove Development

Lori Taylor

Taylor’s Auto Max

Terry Liggett Construction

The Fagenstrom Co.

The Strizich & Overman 
Charitable Foundation

Thelma H. and John J. 
Zeller Inc

Garret Thompson

Monte and Lisa Thompson

Three Moons Body Shop

Daniel Thurber

Myrna Thurber

Todd’s Music and Sound

Tranmer Toolbox LLC

Glenn and Peggy Tremper

Rachael Turner

TVT Motorsports LLC

Evelyn Ugrin

Ugrin Alexander Zadick, 
P.C.

Echo Ukrainetz

United Materials

United Way of Cascade 
County

Uptown Optimist Club

Kathy Van Tighem

David and Patricia Van 
Tighem

Nick and Katie Van 
Tighem

Steve VanGilder

Donna Vashaw

VFW Auxiliary #1087

Nancy Walters

William Walters

Doris Warila Seaton

Will and Nancy Weaver

Dennis and Carroll 
Weir

Irving and Ann 
Weissman

Susan Werner

Robert and Sheree 
West

Seana Westcarr-Gray

Lindsay Wetzel

Gordon and Janet 
Whirry

Ashley and Richie 
Whitney

Paul Wick

George and Margie 
Willett

Larry and Rebecca 
Williams

Scott Wilson

Scott Witt

Wendy Wolf

JoAnn Wright

Jerry and Jenny Yoneji

Cari Yturri

Donors
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SERVING CENTRAL MONTANA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 68 YEARS!SERVING CENTRAL MONTANA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS FOR OVER 68 YEARS!

cc i t yi t y m m otorotor  
cc om pa nyom pa ny  

ii ss a  p a  p ro u d ro u d 
ss u pp ort e ru pp ort e r

oo ff e e ducat ionducat ion
ii nn t t h eh e

gg re atre at f f allsalls p p ublicublic
ss c ho ols !c ho ols !

3900 10TH AVENUE SOUTH • GREAT FALLS, MT 3900 10TH AVENUE SOUTH • GREAT FALLS, MT 
406.761.4900 • www.CityMotor.com406.761.4900 • www.CityMotor.com

SERVING CENTRAL MONTANA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS SINCE 1954!SERVING CENTRAL MONTANA’S AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS SINCE 1954!



(406) 727-4200 or (800) 332-5915  |  8 Third Street North  |  Great Falls, MT  |  dadavidson.com

At D.A. Davidson Companies, we harvest a wealth of financial service opportunities, create 
smart strategies and personalized solutions, and serve them up with straightforward advice. 
We’re with you at every step—leveraging expertise that crosses industries. Our approach is 
rooted in the values of our employee-owned company that is as independent as you are.

Individual investor services, 
financial planning and 
wealth management.

D.A. Davidson & Co. member SIPC

(406) 727-4200

Professional asset  
management for qualified  

individuals, families  
and institutions.

(406) 727-6111

Administration of trust  
assets and services for  
individuals, businesses  
and institutional clients. 

(406) 791-7320

applauds these exceptional students and educators.

Whatever path  
you choose, we hope 

success accompanies you.


