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Hello from your Board Chair
Under the fine leadership of our Executive Director, Stephanie 
Schnider, and her hardworking and diligent staff, the Foundation 
continues to grow and expand its work. Last summer, Joel Owen 
was hired as the Volunteer and Event Coordinator to facilitate events 
and appreciation efforts for volunteers, teachers, and students. Joel 
brings a fresh perspective and positive energy to the Foundation 
team, and we are glad to have him on board.

Of course, I would like to extend thanks to our gracious donors who 
continue to support the Foundation’s mission of enhancing public 
education in our community. The Foundation’s success depends on 
the willingness of donors to give, and we are incredibly appreciative 

of your support. I would also like to recognize our Foundation staff and board members. They 
spend countless hours working to ensure the Foundation is able to enhance public education 
in Great Falls through student and teacher recognition, scholarships, grants, and facility 
enhancements.   

In the past few years, we have seen an increase in school-initiated community fundraisers for 
facility enhancements. The Foundation is glad to play its part in processing gift receipts and 
acknowledgements for these efforts. Riverview Elementary celebrated the completion of its 
playground project in August. In September, both Sacajawea Elementary and CMR High School 
kicked off their fundraising efforts for a new playground and a renovated CMR Hall of Fame, 
respectively. We are very impressed with the commitment of PTA and staff members in pursuing 
these initiatives.

Thanks to funding from the Robbins-de Beaumont Foundation, the Foundation initiated a new 
offering for teachers called the Immersive Professional Learning grant. This pilot program 
encourages teachers to pursue unique and immersive experiences and to share their learnings 
with colleagues in the district. Next year one teacher will travel to Nepal for a Mount Everest 
school exploration and trek while another will travel to Hawaii to explore volcanic activity in the 
region as a result of this funding. We look forward to seeing what they discover in their travels 
and how it impacts student learning in our community.

While we are excited for these and other new projects, we sadly recognize that the basic 
needs of some students are not being met. Since 2012, the Foundation has proudly funded 
food pantries for all schools in the GFPS District. We know that hunger negatively impacts a 
child’s ability to learn and grow, and we are thankful for the numerous donors who mitigate 
food insecurity for our youth. We encourage you to read our feature article to learn about the 
volunteers who make the food pantry program possible.

In June, I will be stepping down from my two-year position as Board Chair and passing the 
baton to Joanie Agamenoni, who has served as the Scholarship Committee Chair the last 
several years. Since joining the Board, Joanie has played an integral role in the success of 
the Foundation, and she will do an outstanding job serving as Board Chair. Suffice it say, the 
Foundation is in very good hands and well positioned to continue to improve public education in 
Great Falls as we work our way through 2023 and beyond.
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Student: Hannah Bloomgren
Teachers: Chad Getten and Karlene Schraner

Parents: Eric and Sarah Bloomgren

Memorable experiences: My involvement in HOSA, Key 
Club, National Honor Society, and BPA were memorable. I’ll 
cherish dressing up for theme days and games to show school 
spirit, painting my face green, and dissecting pigs. Obtaining 
my CNA license impacted the field I am planning to enter. 

Plans after high school: I will attend the University of 
Montana to study either pharmacy or pre-med. If I take the 
pre-med route, I aspire to become a doctor that specializes in 
either orthopedics or otolaryngology. 

Distinguished Educator: Chad Getten, Counselor

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Getten helped me these past four years and always 
made me laugh. He pushed me to challenge myself and strive to reach my greatest potential. He encouraged me to take the harder classes 
even when I did not want to, because he knew I had the capability to succeed. 

Distinguished Educator: Karlene Schraner, Music

School: Holy Spirit Catholic School

Why: Mrs. Schraner has always been an inspiration to me on how to spread kindness to every person I meet. I knew I could always talk 
to her about anything, and she made music fun. I was not the most musically driven student, but I learned two instruments because of her 
teaching. She helped me to realize my capability in music, which makes me a more well-rounded student.

Great Falls High School
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2023 Excellence in Education 
Honorees
Teachers are the key foundation to student learning and success. Since 
2012, the Great Falls Public Schools Foundation has celebrated the 
influence of teachers and the dedication of students through its Excellence in 
Education program. 

Top-rated graduating seniors, recognized as distinguished scholars, have 
the opportunity to select one educator from kindergarten through 8th grade 
and one from high school who made a significant difference in their learning 
experience. These educators often fill the traditional role of classroom 
teachers, but students may also select school counselors, coaches, or 
administrators who positively impacted them. 

Distinguished Scholars from C.M. Russell and Great Falls High Schools 
were selected based on academic achievement, GPA, and rigorous 
coursework. Distinguished Scholars from Paris Gibson Education Center 
were selected by teachers, counselors, and administrators based on 
academic achievement, leadership, service, and successfully overcoming 
obstacles.  

The Foundation is pleased to honor this year’s selection of 33 
distinguished scholars and the 66 distinguished educators who helped 
to support, mentor, and challenge them to be the best they can be.

Wells Serves as 
Guest Speaker

The Foundation 
welcomed back 
1985 Great Falls 
High School 
graduate, Dr. 
Kathryn Wells 
as the guest 
speaker for 
Excellence 
in Education 
2023. Wells is 
the Executive 
Director of 

the Kempe Center for the Prevention and 
Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect in 
Aurora, CO. She is also a Professor in 
Pediatrics at the University of Colorado and 
an attending physician at Children’s Hospital 
Colorado. 



Student: Hayley Bouchard 
Teachers: Bianca Bouchard and Lisa Shull

Parent: Bianca Bouchard

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences include my arts-related activities, including 
theatre, orchestra, and choir. I loved participating in the 
school plays and being able to perform in all kinds of 
challenging and fun roles. I also loved being in orchestra 
and choir, especially becoming a stronger cellist.

Plans after high school: I will be attending the 
University of Montana in the fall, where I will be double 
majoring in music education and theater. 

Distinguished Educator: Bianca Bouchard, 
Exceptionalities Resource 

School: Great Falls High School

Why: I am nominating “Ms. B” because I have had the 
privilege of being a peer tutor for her for two years. Her 
genuine care and compassion for her students is admirable, something I hope to carry into my teaching career. She has taught me lessons 
about leadership and kindness, and I am so proud to call her my mom.

Distinguished Educator: Lisa Shull, Orchestra

School: East Middle School

Why: I chose Mrs. Shull because she is the teacher who inspired a turning point in my musical career. I went into middle school with an 
apathetic attitude toward music, but she changed that. I am glad that she opened my eyes to the world of music, and I hope to become as 
impactful a music educator as she is.

Student: Madison Davis 
Teachers: Neil Kynett and Penny Haffner

Parents: Alicia and Michael Davis 

Memorable experiences: My most memorable school 
experience has been impacting my community through 
my involvement in Key Club. I have been a member 
the last four years and a board member the last two 
years. 

Plans after high school: After high school I will attend 
the University of Montana and study management and 
entrepreneurship through the College of Business. 

Distinguished Educator: Neil Kynett, Math

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Kynett has been my math teacher for the 
past two years. He is always willing to help and re-
explain. He is very patient. He tells a new joke every day, and he truly puts his students first. 

Distinguished Educator: Penny Haffner, 4th grade

School: Our Lady of Lourdes

Why: Mrs. Haffner was my fourth-grade teacher. I was new to OLL and she exceeded the expectations of what it means to be a great teacher. 
She was always willing to help me, and she even spent time tutoring me while I was in fifth grade. Mrs. Haffner goes above and beyond and 
cares about her students’ potential.
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Student: Mason Davis  
Teachers: Ed McNamee and Tammy Madill

Parents: Alicia and Michael Davis 

Memorable experiences: My most memorable school 
experience was playing high school football. I will 
never forget the feeling of playing games in front of 
the entire school with my best friends. The best feeling 
took place after huge wins while watching the students 
and parents share the moments with us on the field.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Montana 
State University and study architecture.

Distinguished Educator: Ed McNamee, AP 
Government, Criminal Justice

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. McNamee always knows how to make every 
class a fun experience. No matter the day, he can 
always put a smile on everyone’s faces while making 
them laugh. He also coaches me in baseball and has 
taught me the importance of what it means to be a friend in someone’s life.

Distinguished Educator: Tammy Madill, English

School: Our Lady of Lourdes

Why: Mrs. Madill loved and treated every one of her students as if they were her own child. Aside from being an outstanding English teacher, 
she taught me valuable life lessons that I will never forget. She always brought a smile to her classroom and made everyone’s day brighter.
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Student: Elliana Dunn  
Teachers: Rosie Rossberg and Keith Davey

Parents: Mark and Emily Dunn 

Memorable experiences: My freshman year after the 
homecoming football game, everyone lined up to run 
down on to the field. I was confused, got separated 
and couldn’t see where I was going. In the panic, I 
ended up body slamming into Paul Culbertson. I never 
ran down onto the field after a game again. 

Plans after high school: I will take classes online next 
year and complete my general classes. I plan to travel 
over the next year as well. 

Distinguished Educator: Rosie Rossberg, AP History

School: Great Falls High School 

Why: School has always been easy for me, but Mrs. 
Rossberg’s class was challenging. I had to study 
and I had to work to learn something. Even though the class was difficult, it was fun. She’s passionate about what she teaches. I felt 
comfortable in her class, and she pushed me to work harder. 

Distinguished Educator: Keith Davey, Honors English

School: East Middle School

Why: I was usually content in my classes to just be quiet, but in Mr. Davey’s class I wanted to participate. He was encouraging and 
pushed me to be better. His class was also just really funny! 



Student: Emma Griffin 
Teachers: Jerry Hopkins and Kent Carlson

Parents: Sarah and James Griffin

Memorable experiences:  My most memorable 
school experiences were in high school during all the 
homecoming weeks. I loved dressing up, building 
floats, and attending the parades and the football 
games. I’ve enjoyed all four years of high school, and I 
will always remember the good times.

Plans after high school:  I plan on attending the 
University of Montana to major in the field of science. 

Distinguished Educator: Jerry Hopkins, Honors 
English

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Hopkins’s kindness and passion are 
what make him an outstanding teacher. He always manages to ask me how I’m doing when he sees me around the school. He 
encouraged my love of reading and to only read what you enjoy. He cares a lot about his students.  

Distinguished Educator: Kent Carlson, Science

School: East Middle School

Why: Mr. Carlson’s class was one of my favorite classes in middle school. I enjoyed learning about science, and he helped me to be 
more outgoing. He was always kind to me and I’m grateful that I had him as my teacher.

Student: Alyx McAdam  
Teachers: Christine Baroch and Sally Triplett

Parents: Aaron and Nicole McAdam

Memorable experiences: One of my more memorable 
experiences in high school was the time the speech 
and debate team was stuck at a Super 8 hotel without 
any rooms. I remember just sitting there watching my 
coach, with two phones in hand, trying to figure things 
out. The experience was comical and everything ended 
up working out. There were rooms available at the La 
Quinta across the street.

Plans after high school: I plan on going to college 
to get a degree in business with a focus in optometry. 
Eventually I’ll become an optometrist and take my skills 
around the world to help people in need.

Distinguished Educator: Christine Baroch, AP English

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mrs. Baroch is always willing to take the time to work with her students. I am so grateful to know that if I ever have a question about 
an assignment, I’m able to ask her about it. She has gone above and beyond by helping to proofread some of my scholarship essays.

Distinguished Educator: Sally Triplett, 5th grade (retired)

School: Lincoln Elementary 

Why: I had Mrs. Triplett for my 5th grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary. I remember writing for the Charlie Russell essay contest, and I 
remember the faith that Mrs. Triplett had in me. Her belief in me, made me believe in myself. I am so grateful to have had her as my teacher.
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Student: Zachary Orvis 
Teachers: Dawn Reitz and Ralee Thornton

Parents: Dean and Tara Orvis

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
school experience took place after a music concert 
in 6th grade. Two of my friends had the chance to 
leave school early but stayed to hang out with me. We 
played games on Coolmath and competed against 
each other until I could go home.

Plans after high school: I plan to go to Montana 
State University or University of Minnesota to major in 
data science or statistics. I want to enter a career in 
which I utilize my math abilities while creatively solving 
problems.

Distinguished Educator: Dawn Reitz, German

School: Great Falls High School 

Why: Frau Reitz made learning German fun and interesting while encouraging the best out of her students. She has served as a kind and 
honest mentor to me throughout my entire high school career. She also gave me a calm place to have lunch or do last minute homework 
this year, allowing us to continue to talk.

Distinguished Educator: Ralee Thornton, 1st and 2nd grade 

School: Sunnyside Elementary

Why: Mrs. Thornton was an excellent role model and teacher. She pushed students to think critically and work hard while making her 
classroom a fun place to be. Having her as a teacher for two years changed my growth as a student, and she is a major reason I strive for 
academic excellence.

Student: Noah S. Roberts 
Teachers: Charlotte Brown and Sandy Brown

Parents: Carmen and Kyle Roberts
Memorable experiences: I vividly remember working 
with the principal of East Middle School, Mr. Barringer, 
to recreate the school’s website through Weebly as an 
8th grader. I remember the senior send-offs from when 
my brother and close friend were seniors and working 
with the sound system in the Davidson Auditorium 
as the sound designer for Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, and the thrill I felt when all the 
microphones, speakers, and stage monitors all worked 
after hours of troubleshooting.
Plans after high school: I’ve already taken dual credit 
classes and have been focusing on completing my 
general ed college classes. I plan on studying computer 
science at the University of Montana and studying 
abroad, then bringing my newfound education and 
experiences back home to Montana.
Distinguished Educator: Charlotte Brown, Special 
Education
School: Great Falls High School
Why: Mrs. Brown was the most important educator of my high school career. She made her room a safe space to go to when in distress. She was 
always there to help with whatever she could, especially with self-advocacy and time management, two skills that I take for granted daily.
Distinguished Educator: Sandy Brown, 2nd grade (retired)
School: Lewis and Clark Elementary
Why: Mrs. Brown’s awesomeness defies the boundaries of language. She had a bubble of uplifting energy that followed her wherever she went. 
Now, if I bump into her, she and I catch up on the past couple months. She has always genuinely cared about the lives and well-being of all her 
students.
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Student: Sheridan Skerritt
Teachers: Beth Wiles and Diane Seder

Parents: Tom and Dawn Skerritt

Memorable experiences: I have many memories 
through involvement with various sports and clubs. 
I loved getting to travel around the state and seeing 
the beauty Montana has to offer. I appreciated all the 
teachers who have helped me along my educational 
path.

Plans after high school: I plan to pursue a degree in 
environmental science or environmental engineering. 
Presently, I am still deciding which college to attend.

Distinguished Educator: Beth Wiles, Honors Physics

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mrs. Wiles ensures that everyone understands 
the content we are learning. She has provided an open 
and welcoming learning environment. Her friendliness makes her class enjoyable to attend, and I always look forward to it.

Distinguished Educator: Diane Seder, 2nd grade

School: Lewis and Clark Elementary 

Why: Mrs. Seder always provided a welcoming learning environment and helped me discover my love for math. She encourages students to 
find joy in learning and helps students when they need it. I appreciate all that she did for every student.
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Student: Anthony Semenza 
Teachers: Brian Sullivan and Ty Moore

Parent: Angela Semenza

Memorable experiences: One of my most memorable 
school experiences was during fourth grade when I 
had to be away from school for around three to four 
weeks. When I got back my class had made a poster 
for me to come back to. It was a hard time for me, but 
my classmates helped me greatly and kept me on 
track.

Plans after high school: I plan on going to MSU 
Bozeman to pursue a bachelor’s degree in mechanical 
engineering, then I’ll go into the field and work.

Distinguished Educator: Brian Sullivan, AP Biology

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Sullivan helped bring out an interest in 
science in me. I enjoyed his class, and it made learning about biology that much better. He was inspirational with all the quotes he’d say 
and he kept the class alive, whether it be his antics or making us stand up when he saw we were falling asleep. 

Distinguished Educator: Ty Moore, 4th and 6th grade

School: Sunnyside Elementary (currently Principal at Lincoln Elementary)

Why: Mr. Moore’s classes were enjoyable and memorable. From building catapults to independent reading, the class was so much fun 
and was super important for me at the time. He made sure I was feeling my best and learning as much as I could. He was an amazing 
teacher and an amazing person. 



Student: Julia Stelzer 
Teachers: Darcie Aakre and Jennifer Newman 

Parent: Keri Yeagley 
Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
school experiences include a speech and debate 
meet where our beds were infested with ants and 
another where I watched a kid “squirt lemon juice in 
his eye” for placing at state. My high school career 
was full with extracurriculars including Key Club, 
speech and debate, talent search and National 
Honor Society. I’ve met amazing people.
Plans after high school: I’m not sure what college 
I will be attending yet; however, I plan to study 
civil engineering with a minor in environmental 
engineering. My goal is to work for the EPA and 
make the world a safer place.
Distinguished Educator: Darcie Aakre, Honors 
English
School: Great Falls High School
Why: Through high school I have had a lot to balance, and it was difficult. However, Mrs. Aakre was always there to listen and care. 
Going to English I knew I could have a break from everything else and just read. It was one of the best parts of my junior year. Having her 
for vocabulary now as a senior has renewed my love for reading and writing and has made school so much more enjoyable. 
Distinguished Educator: Jennifer Newman, Honors English
School: East Middle School 
Why: I had Mrs. Newman for both years of middle school because I was in the ECS English program. Both years she made middle school 
bearable for me, between understanding when I needed help with something to being kind on a bad day. She made a major difference in 
my life. Although she probably has a lot of embarrassing stories about me, she will always be one of my most influential teachers.

Student: Keaton Stuckman 
Teachers: Kelly Wiles and Anna Horton

Parents: Shawna and Jack Stuckman

Memorable experiences: My most memorable school 
experiences consist of playing on the basketball 
team for all four years and the bus rides, making it 
to the state tournament and spending time with my 
teammates.

Plans after high school: After high school I plan to 
major in physical therapy or exercise science.

Distinguished Educator: Kelly Wiles, Film: Movie & 
Genres

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Wiles taught a class that I had a lot of 
interest in and he was able to always keep my 
attention and make class entertaining. 

Distinguished Educator: Anna Horton, 1st grade

School: Sunnyside Elementary 

Why: Anna Horton was always very energetic and knew how to have a good time. She was dedicated to all her students and she helped 
me step outside of my comfort zone.
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Student: Hannah Wyman 
Teachers: Suzanne Sturges and Lance Boyd 

Parent: Jacqueline Wyman 

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
moments come from DECA. Being a member of 
the GFH chapter and a state officer for Montana 
DECA gave me memories that will last a lifetime. 
Traveling not just to compete, but also to learn, was an 
opportunity that allowed me to develop confidence and 
a passion for marketing.  

Plans after high school: I plan to attend college to 
pursue a degree in marketing.

Distinguished Educator: Suzanne Sturges, Spanish

School: Great Falls High School (currently Adult Basic 
Ed at Great Falls College-MSU)

Why: I am so grateful to have had Profe Sturges as an educator for every year of high school. She is not only amazing at teaching her 
students Spanish but lifting them up. Every conversation I have with her is so realistic and motivating. She inspires me to continue to be 
curious every day.

Distinguished Educator: Lance Boyd, Principal

School: Sunnyside Elementary (currently Executive Dir. for Student Achievement)

Why: Mr. Boyd was the type of principal who always made the effort to have connections with all the students within the school. He 
inspired me every day to be a leader and have confidence. He was always there to support me and give me the opportunities I needed to 
push my boundaries.
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Student: Seamus Sullivan 
Teachers: Scott Smart and Laura O’Neil 

Parents: Brian and Brooke Sullivan

Memorable experiences: An experience that is very 
memorable to me and one that will stick with me for the 
rest of my life is senior prom. It was a blast to hang out 
with my closest friends and laugh and share such a fun 
moment with them. 

Plans after high school:  I plan on attending the 
University of Montana to study biology.  

Distinguished Educator: Scott Smart, Honors 
Algebra

School: Great Falls High School

Why: Mr. Smart is one of the kindest people I have 
ever met. He helped me to enjoy math, which is a 
subject I’ve never been too fond of. He genuinely cares for every one of his students, and he clearly loves his job. 

Distinguished Educator: Laura O’Neil, Religion/Art

School: Holy Spirit Catholic School

Why: Mrs. O’Neil has been in my life ever since I was born, and she is the most caring person I know. Every day she would greet me 
with a smile, and she is a person with whom I could have a comfortable conversation about anything. She has been a major role model 
throughout my life.



Student: Luke Banks 
Teachers: Christopher Kloker and Lauree Wenger 

Parents: Mike and Stephanie Banks 

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experience was going to All State Band my freshman 
year. I was very nervous because I didn’t know many 
of the kids and because it was one of my first times 
playing with high schoolers. However, on the last night 
when we had the concert, it was amazing! 

Plans after high school: After a two-year mission 
for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, I 
plan on studying percussion performance and music 
education at Brigham Young University in Provo, 
Utah, with hopes of receiving my doctoral degree and 
teaching at a college.

Distinguished Educator: Christopher Kloker, Band

School: CMR High School

Why: Mr. Kloker provided me a home at school over the past four years. When I started playing with his bands, I instantly felt welcomed and at 
home. It’s because of him and many other music teachers that I hope to pursue a career in music education. 

Distinguished Educator: Lauree Wenger, Band (retired)

School: Sacajawea Elementary

Why: Mrs. Wenger has done more for my future than any other teacher I have ever had. When I started first taking private lessons from her in 
4th grade and then had her in band in 5th grade, my love of music was sparked. It is because of her that I have been able to find something I 
am so passionate about. 
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Student: Madylin Connell
Teachers: David Jamison and Mary Somerfeld 

Parents: Laura and Ryan Connell

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experience was going to the 2022 National Speech 
and Debate Tournament in Louisville, KY. None of us 
on the team moved on from the preliminary rounds, but 
we had the best time meeting people from around the 
country and trying amazing food. 

Plans after high school: I plan on attending a 
university and studying chemical engineering. 

Distinguished Educator: David Jamison, German

School: CMR High School

Why: Herr Jamison was my German teacher for 
three years. During that time, I learned that he was 
not afraid to challenge students. Also, no matter the 
circumstances, he would find a way to help us learn. He has been a great example and I am grateful for the German language and life 
lessons he taught to me.

Distinguished Educator: Mary Somerfeld, Science

School: North Middle School

Why: Mrs. Somerfeld has been one of the biggest influences in my life. She pushed me to do Science Olympiad and Science Bowl 
in middle school, and that drastically changed my life. She is passionate about what she teaches and taught me to love science and 
learning. She is one of the greatest in her field.

C.M. Russell High School



Student: Adam Elkin 
Teachers: Steve Skaer and Russ Kellogg

Parents: Carrie Ann and Chad Elkin

Memorable experiences: One memorable experience 
was joining the swim team on a whim my senior year. It 
was a lot of work, but it was so much fun.

Plans after high school:  I will pursue a music degree 
at the University of Montana.

Distinguished Educator: Steve Skaer, Math

School:  CMR High School

Why: I took calculus from Mr. Skaer and the class was 
extremely challenging. He truly helped me learn and 
succeed at my studies.

Distinguished Educator: Russ Kellogg, Band (retired)

School: North Middle School

Why: Mr. Kellogg cared so much about everything 
and everyone, and he was a really special instructor to me. He created a space that allowed us middle schoolers to feel like real 
accomplished musicians.
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Student: Zachary Dean
Teachers: Ryan Anderson and Stephanie Frank

Parents: Bob and Andrea Dean

Memorable experiences: My most memorable high 
school experiences come from the time spent being 
involved in many different activities with all my best 
friends. From football and track, to the awesome 
student sections, student government, and all the 
upper level classes at CMR. I am blessed to have 
formed many lifelong friendships at CMR.

Plans after high school: After graduation, I plan on 
attending the University of Washington or University 
of Colorado Boulder to pursue a degree in aerospace 
engineering. My career goal is to work at an industry-
leading company in the aerospace field. 

Distinguished Educator: Ryan Anderson, English

School: CMR High School

Why: Mr. Anderson is not only a great teacher in the classroom, but also has had a lasting impact on students outside the classroom. 
He puts in countless hours and effort in teaching, student government, and so much more. He has been a major role in my success as a 
student at CMR, and his support and encouragement are greatly appreciated by all students.

Distinguished Educator: Stephanie Frank, 1st grade

School: Longfellow Elementary

Why: Mrs. Frank isn’t just a teacher, she’s a super hero. She is hard working and dedicated to making a lasting impact on her students’ 
lives. Even through tough times, she always had a smile on her face and brought joy to all her students. She puts others above herself and 
deserves this recognition.



Student: Sarah Faulk  
Teachers: Kerry Bjornstad and Leslie Whiteman

Parents: Ryan and Tracie Faulk

Memorable experiences: Some of my many 
memorable experiences are competing in cross country 
and softball, being in the symphonic band, participating 
in the Principal’s Academic Cup, and being a part of the 
orchestra pit for Beauty and the Beast. I laughed, cried, 
cheered, celebrated and met a lot of incredible people.  

Plans after high school:  I plan to pursue a degree in 
nuclear engineering at Idaho State University. 

Distinguished Educator: Kerry Bjornstad, Algebra/
Trigonometry 

School:  CMR High School

Why:  I look up to Mrs. Bjornstad not only because 
she is an amazing teacher, but also because she 
is a strong, confident woman who makes me feel like I can do anything. Her passion for math and for teaching makes students feel 
supported and valued. Mrs. Bjornstad is always in my corner. 

Distinguished Educator: Leslie Whiteman, Math

School: North Middle School

Why: What an influence Mrs. Whiteman had on my life and love of learning! I was fortunate to have her as a math teacher; her passion 
and dedication stayed with me. She lit a spark in me that fueled my love of math – I would not be who I am today or who I plan to be in 
the future without her influence.  
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Student: Brielyn Ginnaty 
Teachers: Jacie Schoenen and Kerry Otto

Parents: Sean and Rayn Ginnaty

Memorable experiences: Participating in softball 
and student government, competing in Business 
Professionals of America and Distributive Education 
Clubs, and business internships. I loved being senior 
class vice president  and being a student government 
representative. I’ve had a blast every homecoming, 
prom, and crosstown. The relationships I’ve made with 
peers and school staff will last me a lifetime.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Simpson 
College in Iowa to play softball and major in business 
administration with the intent of one day owning my 
own business.

Distinguished Educator: Jacie Schoenen, Guidance 
Counselor

School:  CMR High School

Why: Mrs. Schoenen is my most significant mentor. Not only is she compassionate, kind, and encouraging, but she always kept me in my 
right mind. She encouraged and challenged me in all decisions, such as where I was going to college to how much I should dwell on my 
last test grade. I spent hours in her office and her door was always open to me. I am grateful for her kindness and friendship.

Distinguished Educator: Kerry Otto, Math

School: North Middle School

Why: Mrs. Otto stands out as an educator because of her big heart and her selfless and nurturing manner. Once I was about to pass out 
and Mrs. Otto, with cold water in hand, coached me through the whole thing while wiping the tears off my face. I was embarrassed and 
scared, and she was selfless and nurturing. Her kindness and optimism while teaching encouraged me. 



Student: Morgen Hewitt-Holbein 
Teachers: Christi Virts and Theresa Busch

Parents: Anna Hewitt and Brian Holbein

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences happened while traveling to Nashville, 
TN, for a National HOSA competition. We went zip 
lining, line dancing, toured the Grand Ole Opry, and 
interacted with HOSA members from around the 
country. It was a great opportunity filled with new 
experiences that I could check off my bucket list.

Plans after high school: I plan to attend the 
University of Montana to pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in medical laboratory science. After this, I will complete 
the exam required to become a certified scientist. 

Distinguished Educator: Christi Virts, Health Science

School:  CMR High School
Why: Mrs. Virts was my Connections teacher since 
freshmen year. The positivity and kindness she spread 
during these brief meetings were enough to convince me that I wanted to be in her classes and the club she advises. She incorporates life 
lessons into her teaching and pushes her students to find the good things that happen in our lives. She made me feel welcomed at school and in 
class. 

Distinguished Educator: Theresa Busch, Counseling

School: Sacajawea Elementary

Why: Mrs. Busch was the counselor at my elementary school and taught me important life lessons from a young age. She was one of the people 
I wanted to be like growing up because of the kindness she expressed. Even though I did not keep in touch with her after elementary school, she 
sent me a card my freshmen year after my Grandpa had died, and I will always remember her thoughtfulness.
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Student: Onika Gray 
Teachers: Steve Olson and Cristi Fought

Parents: Seana Westcarr-Gray and Alrich Gray

Memorable experiences: My most memorable high 
school experiences came from traveling for band.  As 
a freshman, I got to travel to Kalispell for AA band. It 
was very exciting to experience overnight trips with my 
friends in band and to make music with musicians my 
age from other schools.  

Plans after high school: I plan to study computer 
science and music. 

Distinguished Educator: Steve Olson, Orchestra

School: CMR High School

Why: Mr. Olson teaches his classes passionately,  
which inspires me to learn and perform music to my 
best ability. He is always organized and takes care 
of his students. Mr. Olson has made my high school 
experience more enjoyable, and I know I’ll always have him to support me. 

Distinguished Educator: Cristi Fought, Social Studies

School: North Middle School

Why: Mrs. Fought has a fun personality and vibrant energy when she teaches. Her enthusiasm toward social studies made learning so 
much easier and enjoyable. She was always fun to talk with and was a teacher I knew I could turn to if I needed any help.



Student: Alex Karns 
Teachers: Brian Halverson and Jordan Hollern

Parents: Kirsten and Chris Karns

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
school experiences were hanging out with my friends 
at homecoming, playing in the chess club, and 
participating in the Montana Aerospace Scholars 
program.

Plans after high school: After high school, I am 
attending Purdue University West-Lafayette and plan 
to major in aerospace engineering. Then, I’ll either go 
on to graduate school or begin work as an aerospace 
engineer.

Distinguished Educator: Jordan Hollern, AP Physics

School:  CMR High School

Why: There was never a dull moment in my AP Physics 
class. Mr. Hollern believed in learning by making 
mistakes and gave us the freedom to construct over-the-top lab projects like a classroom-long ramp to study acceleration or a very 
chaotic egg drop contraption that somehow worked.

Distinguished Educator: Brian Halverson, AP Economics and Government

School: CMR High School

Why: Mr. Halverson’s unorthodox teaching style keeps every day in the classroom fresh. It seems like he has a story for every 
concept he teaches us, and that means learning in his classes never feels like a chore.
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Student: James Onstad 
Teachers: Burke Allen and Joel Carlson

Parents: Tara and Lyle Onstad

Memorable experiences: At Sacajawea Elementary 
School I created a paper town and earned my math 
credits by keeping track of each town’s structures or 
vehicle’s volumes. My high school memories are of 
playing with my fellow musicians in the orchestra pit 
for the play Beauty and the Beast, playing for CMR’s 
boys soccer team and creating many friendships, and I 
made a great decision to join the choir as a junior and 
participated in All-State Choir and all Northwest Choir. I 
enjoyed four years in Mr. Olson’s orchestra

Plans after high school:  I plan to attend Montana 
State University in the Fall semester of 2023 to study 
pre-med and further explore the medical fields I wish to 
pursue for myself in the future.

Distinguished Educator: Burke Allen, AP U.S. History

School:  CMR High School
Why: Mr. Allen is a phenomenal teacher, and I had the pleasure of having him as my teacher in AP U.S. History my junior year. He relates 
current events to past events in history. He helped me the most in my writing abilities, and I have become a far better writer than I was before 
I entered his classroom.

Distinguished Educator:  Joel Carlson, ECS

School: Sacajawea Elementary

Why: Mr. Carlson is Sacajawea’s ECS teacher. We spent a good portion of our class learning how to program robots and using math in a 
realistic setting. I know that this greatly helped me through my high school math experiences.



Student:  Izzabella Rukavina 
Teachers: Theresa Jacobs and Jan Hickman

Parents: Jason and Kristen Rukavina

Memorable experiences: Almost every day of 
high school, I spent my lunch time in the art room; 
sometimes I would eat with a few friends, sometimes I 
would chat with Miss J. On my birthday my junior year, 
I walked into the art room for lunch to find my entire AP 
Art class waiting for me with a cake. Miss J was behind 
it all. 

Plans after high school:  I am going to MSU to 
major in graphic design and art history with a minor in 
business. 

Distinguished Educator: Theresa Jacobs, Art 

School: CMR High School

Why: Miss J has been my beloved art teacher during 
all four years of high school. She helped me realize that art isn’t just a hobby, it is a necessity in our world. It is because of her that I will be 
pursuing graphic design as a career and utilizing my love for art. I am grateful for everything she has taught me.

Distinguished Educator: Jan Hickman, 2nd grade (retired)

School: Riverview Elementary

Why: My grandma, Mrs. Hickman, is one of the most impactful teachers in my life. From homework at the dining room table after school 
to reading Roald Dahl to her on summer days, she constantly pushes me to absorb knowledge and love learning. She retired from the 
classroom, but not from teaching. 
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Student: Grace Packer 
Teachers: Erica Davis and Kasi Thompson

Parents: Rachel and Robert Packer 

Memorable experiences: Playing the flute has been a 
big part of my high school experience. I love getting to 
play at events like All State and band festivals. Going 
down to Bozeman my junior year to watch an opera 
and being able to learn about such a different musical 
style from what I’m used to was a great experience. 

Plans after high school: After high school I plan on 
attending Franklin University Switzerland to major in 
psychology and minor in French.   

Distinguished Educator: Erica Davis, French

School: CMR High School

Why: I took French for three years and loved it. Ms. 
Davis made class so much fun and helped inspire a 
love for learning about other cultures. She is a big reason why I chose an international college. I love the French language because 
of her class and will pursue it in college.

Distinguished Educator: Kasi Thompson, English

School:  North Middle School

Why: 7th grade was a terrifying time for me. I had to make new friends in a new place where I didn’t know anyone. Ms. Thompson’s 
class was my favorite by far because she made it so fun and welcoming. I felt comfortable there because of her and was able to 
make several friends that I still have today.



Student: Kamryn Schubert  
Teachers: Andrew Nagengast and Tamie Pachek

Parents: Jordan and Trista Hollern

Memorable experiences: My most memorable school 
experiences are the bonds I built with my teachers and 
classmates. The teachers’ willingness to spend time and 
improve my school experience helped contribute to this. 
The friends I have made throughout school make the school 
days and sporting events more enjoyable and monumental. 

Plans after high school: I will be attending Montana State 
University in the fall of 2023 to further my education. I hope 
to be accepted into nursing school after I have completed 
the required classes, with the intention of earning a 
bachelor’s in nursing (BSN). With this degree, I intend to 
acquire a certification in emergency nursing.  

Distinguished Educator: Andrew Nagengast, Art

School: CMR High School

Why: Mr. Nagengast taught me how to inspire and motivate myself to escape my mind and find joy in my artistic ability. He showed 
me how to break away from reality and experience life for what it’s worth in the moment. I am very fortunate to have learned from 
him and to have built a strong bond with him.  

Distinguished Educator in Memoriam: Tamie Pachek, 6th grade

School: Sacajawea Elementary

Why: My 6th grade year is especially memorable as a hard year for family, as I was preparing for middle school 
and I had my sick brother on my mind as well. Ms. Pachek recognized my unusual behavior and was there for 
me when I needed it most. Unfortunately, 2018 would be the year I attended my first funeral and said goodbye 
to my admired teacher and close friend.   
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Student: Alexis Thornton 
Teachers: John Stewart and Jeremy Smith

Parents: Troy and Ralee Thornton

Memorable experiences: My most memorable school 
experience was topping off an undefeated season by 
winning the volleyball state championship my junior 
year. The feeling of accomplishment and pride that 
enveloped me as we rushed the court is something I 
will never forget. I am forever grateful for the friends 
and guidance I have found through volleyball.

Plans after high school:  I plan to attend Colorado 
Mesa University. I do not yet know which course of 
study I plan to pursue. 

Distinguished Educator: John Stewart, Industrial 
Technology

School: CMR High School

Why: Mr. Stewart created a fun and safe environment where he helped introduce me to the basics of woodworking and later 
guided me through some more difficult projects. His class made a large impact on helping me to expand new interests. In 
addition, he found ways to connect to his students outside of the classroom and showed interest in their other activities.

Distinguished Educator: Jeremy Smith, Social Studies

School:  North Middle School

Why: Mr. Smith always found a way to make class stimulating and fun. Even if I had little interest in a topic, his teaching style 
and the projects he introduced would make it invigorating for me. His class had such a comfortable atmosphere and made 
anyone feel welcome.
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Paris Gibson Education 

Student: Spencer Kist 
Teachers: Theresa Besich and Amy Schoenen 

Parents: Crystal Kist and James Kist 

Memorable experiences: I remember Kinder camp, 
where I met my elementary school friends who I would 
spend every day of elementary school with, and meeting 
my best friend, Ashlynn Kidder, in the fourth grade and 
still being very close friends. I also remember my first 
day at Paris, where I met Mrs. Besich who immediately 
made me feel welcomed.

Plans after high school:  I got into University of 
Montana Western and plan on studying business there.

Distinguished Educator: Theresa Besich, Business 
and Student Voice

School: Paris Gibson Education Center

Why: Mrs. Besich is always upbeat and happy to see 
students every morning. She asks how your day is going and makes time to listen to anything you may need to talk about. Mrs. Besich is so 
much more than an educator; she makes you part of her Paris family the moment she meets you. 

Distinguished Educator: Amy Schoenen, 4th grade

School: Sunnyside Elementary

Why: Mrs. Schoenen started every morning with a smile. She made learning fun and always had patience when anyone was having a hard 
day. Mrs. Schoenen cared about us both inside and outside of the classroom, always making sure every student had exactly what they 
needed and was ready to learn every day. 

Student: Hannah Davis 
Teachers: Nancy McGonigal and Jill Christensen

Parents: Wynn and Jerry Davis

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
high school experiences include homecoming week 
activities and losing my voice at the football games. I 
have truly enjoyed my education throughout the years. I 
am thankful for all my teachers who always pushed me 
to do my best and all the new friendships I gained that I 
will have for a lifetime. 

Plans after high school:  I plan to attend University of 
Montana in Missoula to pursue a degree in education. 
I hope to eventually become an elementary school 
teacher. 

Distinguished Educator: Nancy McGonigal, English

School: Paris Gibson Education Center

Why: Mrs. McGonigal was a wonderful English teacher who always took interest in not only my education, but also my personal life. She 
made me feel like I was being “seen.” As I went through several medical issues, she always made the effort to check in on me, whether 
that be at school or shooting me a text. In addition, I not only consider her a teacher but will forever consider her a friend. 

Distinguished Educator: Jill Christensen, Kindergarten

School:  Valley View Elementary

Why: I remember how much fun it was inside Mrs. Christensen’s safari themed room. To this day when I run into her, she always seems 
interested in how I am doing academically and personally. She helped create my love for learning at a young age. One day I hope I can 
make an impact on others as Mrs. Christensen did for me. 



Student: Atriana Larson 
Teachers: Abby Schleve and Nicole Matoon

Parents: Nichole Larson and Mark Montano 

Memorable experiences: My most memorable 
experiences throughout my years in school were 
school sports and experiencing what it means to be a 
team. I will also remember meeting new people and 
creating new relationships! 

Plans after high school: My plan after high-school 
is to gain experience in a hospital setting as a CNA. 
I also would like to attend an out-of-state college 
to pursue a degree and a nursing career. I want to 
travel around the world providing nursing services.

Distinguished Educator: Abby Schleve, Advisor

School: Paris Gibson Education Center

Why: Although Mrs. Schleve and I spent only a few 
short months together, she has impacted me like no other. She always understood me and where I was coming from. She pushed 
me to be a better student every single day and never doubted me once. We shared tons of laughs and giggles together. I will miss 
her joyful energy!  

Distinguished Educator: Nicole Matoon, 3rd grade

School: Sunnyside Elementary

Why: Recently I went back to Sunnyside for my younger sister’s concert. Mrs. Matoon and I shared some memories, and we 
couldn’t believe how far we have both come. One memory I won’t forget was when I came back to her classroom in the 3rd grade, 
fresh out of the dentist’s office, and the laughing gas hadn’t worn off yet. I called her my mom the remaining time of class. She is a 
wonderful human to be around, and I loved being in her class!
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Student: Miah Ledeau  
Teachers: Mike Lins and Kristin Dehaan

Parents: Keri Horton 

Memorable experiences:  I think my most 
memorable time in school was going on a trip with the 
immersion program at Paris to Yellowstone. There we 
learned all sorts of things including how Yellowstone 
plays a big role in our geography and how animals 
are important. 

Plans after high school: My plans after high school 
are to go into a dental hygienist program.

Distinguished Educator: Mike Lins, Transitions

School: CMR High School

Why: I chose Mr. Lins because he was my backbone 
throughout high school. From the day I met him I was 
glued to his side, trying to improve my school work. 
He helped me through a tough home life at the time, 
too. Mr. Lins is the person in my life that I didn’t know I needed until I finally got to see myself succeeding in what I previously failed in. 

Distinguished Educator:  Kristin Dehaan, 4th grade

School: West Elementary

Why: Mrs. Dehaan  was the first teacher to experience me at my worst, yet she still managed to have a big impact on how I grew after 
my 4th grade year. 



Steve Skaer, Mathematics Teacher, CMR High School

According to CMR Principal Jamie McGraw, students fight to get into Mr. Skaer’s classes, and 
parents rave about the learning that happens with his guidance. 

“Steve differentiates his teaching to meet individual students’ needs from Algebra Prep to college 
level Dual Credit classes. He continually models for kids what it means and looks like to stand for 
kindness, integrity, compassion, perseverance, honesty, and hard work,” said McGraw. 

A 22-year educator and eight-time Excellence in Education Distinguished Educator, Steve has 
served as the mathematics department head at CMR for four years and received during his career 
the Dufresne Outstanding Educator Award, Teacher of the Year as selected by the student body, 
and the National Honor Society Doctorate of Service award. He has coached football and soccer 
as well as track and field over the course of his teaching career.

When asked about his teaching philosophy, Skaer said that some of the best lessons are learned 
from mistakes. “I don’t expect students to be perfect; perfection is not attainable, but the pursuit 
of perfection is something to strive for.”

He believes it is his responsibility to give students the opportunity to learn, to grow, and to improve 
their skill and confidence every day. “I know that it might sound cliche, but a student will not care 
unless they know that I care,” Skaer added. 

Jill Christensen, Kindergarten Teacher, Lincoln Elementary

“Jill has been an amazing teacher for many years. This is a long overdue recognition for a teacher 
who excels  in each classroom she leads,” shared Lincoln Elementary Principal Ty Moore. “Jill’s 
number one priority is student engagement and learning. She has the desire to constantly update 
her strategies in the classroom, while holding true to the district philosophy. She is a creative 
teacher and parent.” 

A 20-year educator with the district, Christensen’s philosophy of education is to create an inviting 
environment where all students can learn and be successful through trust, meaningful lessons, and 
consistency. One way she fosters a welcoming and engaging experience for her young learners is 
through a creative jungle-themed classroom, complete with animals and hanging vines from the 
ceiling. 

“I form a strong foundation for those entering school. Kindergarten is a grade that sets the tone for 
the rest of elementary school,” she said. She enlists parents and foster grandparents to contribute 
to this positive tone by volunteering in the classroom with academics and learning activities.

Christensen has received multiple Gold Star awards and serves as the Team Leader for 
kindergarten teachers at Lincoln. She has mentored other kindergarten teachers in and out of 
Great Falls since 2016 and is an active supporter of girls basketball and Rush Soccer Club.

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to the distinguished educators.
At BNSF, we know investing in education is important. The future of our economy and our state depends on 
creating a skilled workforce, and we are committed to supporting schools and communities across Montana.

We are proud to partner with the Great Falls Public Schools Foundation in honoring these two outstanding 
educators with the Teacher of the Year Award. Each will receive $2,500 to use for continuing education or 
classroom enhancements.
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For the last decade, the City Motor Company and 
Oakland Family have generously partnered with the 
Great Falls Public Schools Foundation to raffle a 
donated Toyota vehicle each year. Since the raffle 
started in 2013, City Motors has contributed over 
$275,000 to cover the cost of the vehicles each year. 
The community has donated generously to more than 
quadruple their investment, raising $1.2 million for 
student groups and our grant programs. Since 2016, 
North40 has bolstered the truck raffle by donating a 
$1,000 gift card  which motivates even more people to 
participate. We are grateful for the continued support of 
these two businesses, which make this raffle possible.

This selling season 14,940 truck raffle tickets were 
sold, which raised $149,400, making 2022 the second 
highest selling year ever! Student groups sell tickets 
for $10 each. The group keeps $6 per ticket to use for 

programs, equipment, or other ways that support the 
student group. Meanwhile, the remaining $4 goes 
to the Foundation for classroom grants. Every dollar 
spent on a ticket stays in the community and benefits 
Great Falls schools and students. That has meant 
money for everything from field trips and new science 
equipment to sports gear and playground equipment.

The winning tickets were drawn at the Crosstown 
Football Game on Oct. 21, 2022. Great Falls resident 
Tammy Dues won the new Toyota Tacoma truck. She 
purchased her ticket from the Great Falls High School 
Golf team. Victoria Hunt won the $1,000 North40 gift 
certificate. She purchased her ticket from the CMR 
Cross Country team.

Thank you to everyone who made this year’s raffle a 
huge success. Tickets go on sale July 1, 2023!

Truck Raffle Raises $149,400 for Students

The Oakland family with 2022 Toyota truck winner Tammy Dues of Great Falls.



Preschool / Elementary
Sport Stacking Equipment 
Kelly Norris, Giant Springs Elementary - $600

Sensory/Manipulative Books
Brianna Conrad, Loy Elementary - $850

Scientific Calculators
Katherine Yeisley, Mountain View Elementary - $425

School-Wide Reading Challenge
Kathryn Haynes, Morningside Elementary - $1,000

Foundation Awards $139,721 
in Grants in 2022
In 2022 the Great Falls Public Schools Foundation awarded $139,721 in grants to assist classrooms and programs 
across the district for the 2022-2023 academic year.

Teachers often have new ideas for their classrooms and schools but do not have access to needed funds due 
to tight budgets. Discovery grants–usually between $500 and $3,000 each - provide teachers the means to 
implement their ideas. Meanwhile, groups of teachers or schools also may apply for larger Innovation grants - up 
to $10,000 - for projects of greater impact. 

Since the inception of the grant program 10 years ago, the Foundation has distributed over $1.2 million for grants 
in the district. Grants are primarily funded by the proceeds of the annual truck raffle, which is made possible by 
City Motor Company and the Oakland family.

Global Literacy Books
Katie Hurin, Giant Springs Elementary - $2,465

Books/Study Groups for 1st Graders
Karen Mans, Giant Springs Elementary  - $975

Reading Around the World in 30 Books
Callie Ross, Riverview Elementary - $1,500

Sensory and Focus Tools
Nicole O’Leary, Loy Elementary - $2,000

2022-2023 Discovery Grant Winners

Lincoln students visit the Montana Dinosaur Center in Bynum (Photo Credit: Jayci Braaten)
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Middle School
Spin on Learning (mobile desk chairs)
Stacey Krahe, East Middle School - $1,075

Upgraded Football Uniforms
Tony Hering, East Middle School - $3,000

Strength Equipment for Inner and Outer 
Gains
Stephen Sangwin, East Middle School - $2,000

High School
Forensic Comparison Microscope
Jon Davis, CMR High School - $2,112

Science Lab Sensors and Technology
Nathan Gregier, CMR High School - $3,000

Weightlifting Equipment
David Lietz, CMR High School - $4,760

Choir Robes
Logan Kropp, CMR High School - $3,000

Geology Club Equipment
Mike Hodges, Great Falls High School - $3,000

District-Wide
Special Education Alternative Writing 
Tools
Jan Creed, Paris Gibson Education Center - $2,975

Great Falls Symphony Visit for All 4th 
Grade Students
Dusty Molyneaux, Music and Art Department - $2,500

Paris Gibson Art Museum Tours for All 
3rd Grade Students
Dusty Molyneaux, Music and Art Department - $3,000

Oral Health Program
Ruth Uecker, GFPS Elementary Schools - $1,800

Patriot Marching Band
Dusty Molyneaux, Music and Art Department - $2,550

East Middle School Weight Training Crew (Photo Credit: Jerry Olson)
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Preschool / Elementary 
Dino Dig Field Trip
Jayci Braaten, Lincoln Elementary - $4,469

Safety Town Project
Veronica Griffith, Career & College Readiness - $10,000

Math Facts Technology License
Jayci Braaten, Lincoln Elementary - $3,795

Inchy the Bookworm Vending Machine
Lindsay Cline, Mountain View Elementary - $7,940

Riverview Playground
Callie Ross, Riverview Elementary - $10,000
This PTA  project received additional funding from local 
businesses and private donors.

Middle / High School
Outdoor Physical/Sport Equipment
Nick Herd, East Middle School - $9,000

Archery Program Equipment
Jeff Rieger, North Middle School - $9,328

STEM Water Jet 
Matt Krahe, Great Falls High School - $9,999

American Indian Displays
Jessica Boyer, Great Falls High School - $10,000

District-Wide
Early Reading Intervention Program
Carol Paul, GFPS Title I - $10,000
This project received additional funding and support from 
community groups and private donors.

Composer and High School Choir 
Collaboration Project
Dusty Molyneaux, Music and Art Department - $10,000

2022-2023 Innovation Grant Winners

Mountain View students select books from Inchy the Bookworm Vending Machine.
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Many people associate the Great Falls Public Schools 
Foundation with classroom grants and scholarships. 
We’re certainly proud of those programs, but we also 
take a quieter role in helping students, particularly those 
in need.

The Foundation is the primary supporter of school food 
pantries, and we also contribute to the food backpack 
program.

“There’s wide consensus that hungry children struggle 
to learn,” said Stephanie Schnider, executive director 
of the Foundation. “The problem is too big for one 
organization to handle. Fortunately, the community has 
come together to feed students, and our donors allow 
us to help with that.”

Of the 10,000 students in our schools, nearly five 
percent are homeless and more than 40 percent 
qualify for free and reduced lunch. The needs are so 
widespread that every public school in Great Falls 
has a food pantry. And every elementary school has a 
backpack program that provides a small bag of food 
each Friday to children who may otherwise not have 
enough to get through the weekend.

“We have seen an explosion in need,” said Shaun 
Tatarka, executive director of the Great Falls Community 
Food Bank. “The Great Falls Public Schools Foundation 
makes it possible for schools to address that need 
quickly and directly through the school food pantries.”

Feeding students and their families is truly a 
community-wide effort that takes place on many levels. 
Many schools, for example, conduct their own food 
drives. Several organizations also collect food and give 
it directly to school pantries or to the food bank. Others 
donate funds, either to school pantries through the 
Foundation or to the food bank to purchase food.

At the Foundation, we’ve found we can be most 
helpful by making sure that every school pantry has 
the food it needs. Representatives from each pantry 
can “shop” at the food bank to select the supplies 
it needs, paying 19 cents per pound for most 
nonperishable items. Meat and produce are also 
available. But the food bank doesn’t bill the schools, 
it bills the Foundation. Last year the Foundation paid  
about $60,000 to ensure that every school pantry 
remained stocked.

“We are so very grateful to our donors, whose 
generosity allows us to continue funding these 
high-need programs,” said Schnider. “But we’re 
also thankful that so many volunteers from across 
the community step up to make sure food gets to 
students.”

First Interstate Bank, for example, not only collects 
food and raises funds, but their employees show up 
at school pantries to help organize and distribute 
food. Several churches provide employees who help 
stock pantries and assemble food backpacks. PTA 
members and school employees on their time off 
also show up to help. Malmstrom has provided teams 
of airmen to help. Other volunteers come from the 
ranks of service organizations, private businesses, 
school clubs, and friend groups.

Together, we’re trying to make sure that hunger is 
not a burden for our students and that every student 
goes to school ready to learn.

One-time or monthly donations designated to the 
Food Pantries can be made on the GFPS Foundation 
website www.gfpsfoundation.org or checks may be 
mailed to Great Falls Foundation, memo line Food 
Pantries, P.O. Box 2429, Great Falls, MT 59403.

Donors and Volunteers Make Food 
Pantry Program Possible
 Melissa Allen, student advocate at the Giant Springs Elementary school pantry.



Andrew Nunez Memorial CMR Basketball 
Scholarship

Ann Houliston Scholarship

Bertha Feaster Memorial Scholarship

Bison Family Scholarship

Blewett Family Scholarship

Blythe Brandvold Award for Academic 
Excellence

Braget Family Scholarship for Healthcare

Braget Family Scholarship for Social Work

Bud Robertson Memorial Scholarship*

Carl Straight Memorial Scholarship

Carnahan Towing Softball Scholarship

Cascade County Bar Association Scholarship*

Casey Clark Memorial Scholarship

CMR Class of ‘18 Green and Gold Scholarship

CMR Deserving Scholar Award*

CMR Quarterback Club Scholarship

Continuing Education Scholarship

Dan Hjelvik Memorial Scholarship

Dave Crum Scholarship

Dave Nebel Memorial Scholarship

David and Patty Van Tighem Scholarship

David Delcomte Memorial Scholarship

Dean Riggin Memorial Music Scholarship

Dolores Frisbee Memorial Scholarship

D.M. Garrity MD Scholarship

D.W. Loney Memorial Scholarship

Dustin Parker Memorial Scholarship

Earl and Maudene Stice Memorial Scholarship

Ed Warren Education Scholarship

Eidel Family Scholarship

Enio and Mary Bofto Scholarship

First Interstate Bank Scholarship

Frances Kirwin Scholarship for Girls

Frank and Arlene Osborne Scholarship

Fred and Vasilia Grasseschi Memorial 
Scholarship

George W. and Kathleen Tracy Scholarship

GFH Class of ’80 New Beginnings 
Scholarship*

GFH Class of ‘87 True Blue Scholarship

GFH Class of ‘89 Bison Spirit Scholarship

GFH Deserving Scholar Award*

GFH Legacy of ‘58 Scholarship

GFH Spirit of ‘58 Scholarship

GFPS Foundation Art Scholarship

Great Falls Farmer’s Market Scholarship

Great Falls Leadership Scholarship

Great Falls Moose Lodge Scholarship*

Gus Bannon Cross Country Scholarship

Hampton Collins Memorial Foundation 
Scholarships

Hinz Family Scholarship

Hopkins Family Scholarship

Hoppock Memorial Scholarship

Jack and Rosann Johnson Scholarship

Jacqueline J. Wright Scholarship

Jake Arntson Teammate of the Year 
Scholarship

James and Miriam Weitz Memorial 
Scholarship

Jan Cahill Memorial Scholarship

Janie Nicholson Education Scholarship

Jaraczeski Family Scholarship

Jason Poirier Memorial Scholarship

Jason V. Christofferson Memorial Scholarship

Jeannette Garver Memorial Scholarship

Jennifer Joy Astrin Memorial Scholarship

Jennings Family Scholarship

Joe and Nettie Ogrin Scholarship

Kathleen Bowman Memorial Scholarship

Kelly Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Ken Maddox Memorial Scholarship

Kent Seaton Memorial Scholarship

Langevin Family Scholarship

Leroy Bleek Scholarship

Leslie Lyon Forensic Scholarship

Lillian Knudson-Johnson Scholarship

Lorraine Bronson Forensic Scholarship

Louise Hollar Clarke Memorial Golf 
Scholarship

Lowell Hults Scholarship

Lowry Family Scholarship

Mark Hoard Memorial Scholarship

Modesto “Jr.” Rosales Memorial Music 
Scholarship

Neil Curry Memorial Scholarship

O.C. Seltzer Art Scholarship

Palm Appreciation Scholarship

Payne Family Scholarship

Pearl Matteson Award

Phil and Stella Palm Scholarship

R. Lee and Grace Shockley Memorial 
Scholarship

Ron and Becky Nelson CTE Scholarship

Ron and Mary Tihista Memorial Music 
Scholarship

Ross Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Rudi J. Sabo Memorial Scholarship

Rudolf Schoesser Memorial Scholarship

Sallie Hollecker Linnell Memorial Scholarship

Samantha Ann Sipes Memorial Scholarship

Sam’s Hope Foundation Scholarship

Sandy Weber Heath Memorial Scholarship

Seaton Family Scholarship for Healthcare*

Shelby Lorena Eve Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship*

Sisters United Scholarship

SRO Cory Reeves Scholarship*

Steve Olson Orchestra Scholarship

Taryn Brody Memorial Scholarship*

Treacy Giesler Memorial Scholarship

Tyson Nimmick Memorial Scholarship

Vocational Work Scholarship

Walter Marron Scholarship

Wilford and Lillian Lemire Scholarship

William E. Spahr Memorial Journalism 
Scholarship

*New scholarships offered to 2022-2023 seniors

Scholarships Managed by the GFPS Foundation
The Foundation administers over 100 scholarships, which provided 169 awards totaling $375,000 to local students 
in 2022. Scholarships make post-secondary education more achievable and encourage graduates to continue 
to grow and broaden their perspectives after their time in Great Falls Public Schools. Individuals or businesses 
interested in establishing a scholarship can contact Stephanie Schnider at (406) 268-6021.  

▪  24  – www.gfpsfoundation.org  
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Bri Ceynar
Kelley Schruth

Jill Christensen
Alan and Gloria 

Davis
Elyse Smith

Frankie Christianson
Raean Bilbrey

Andrea Clairmont
Kevin Weaver

Ashley Clark
Hodke Family

Sherri Clark
Barry and Jane 

Newmack

Stacie Clayton
Bekah Fulgum
Lance DeHaan

Lindsay Cline
Kelley Schruth

Kimberlee Boyd
Erin Bucher

Shannon Boyer
Dorinda Iverson

Rebecca Bralick
Kassie Longfellow

Lexi Bremer
Kristin Cecce

Meghan Brenna
Tyler and Amber 

Brannon
Dave and Kerry 

Dattilo
Kolton Garrioch

Devon Breuer
Holmes Family
Kelley Schruth

Becky Brown
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Kelsey Brown
Kelly Katz

Lindsey Brown
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Shawna Burton 
Anonymous

Nicole Busby
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Eric Bush
Anonymous

Jeanine Caffyn
Anonymous
Taylor Irish

Joel Carlson
Barbara Butcher
Jordan and Brian 

Crosby

Sheri Carter
Amber Niebaum
Idalmis Triana

Bethany Cathcart
Brooke Pfile

Patricia Achenbach
Holly Wulf

Kellje Ackerman
Miranda Preston

Sharman Ameline
Chloe Lam

Karly Ames
Dorinda Iverson

Carissa Anderson
Garri Mauch

Julie Anderson
Barry and Jane 

Newmack

Ryan Anderson
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Karen Atwell
Barry and Jane 

Newmack

Sharon Bannon
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Kaci Barker
Elizabeth Quinby

Stacy Barnes
Asia Goldsberry

Brad Barringer
Barry and Jane 

Newmack

Sanna Beerman
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Billi Bergman
Ashley Ray
Casey Furr
Holly Wulf
Kassie Longfellow

Kerry Bjornstad
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Amy Bliss
Scheck Family

Annetta Bowman
Leann and John Larson

Gold Star Recognition Awards
Names in bold are teachers or school staff honored by community members for their work. 

Dugan Coburn
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Holly Colegrove
Kristin Cecce

Jeremy Comstock
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Jessica Conley and 
Family

Jeremy and Rae Smith
Anonymous

Ashley Corder
Anonymous
Barbara Butcher

Jolee Corey
Cheryl Menghini
Kelle Alt

Hannah Crawford
Raean Bilbrey

25

Ashley Corder, TanDee Doran and Principal Rae Smith from 
Sacajawea Elementary
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Paul Culbertson
Barry and Jane Newmack

Shianne Currey
Barry and Jane Newmack

Keith Davey
Barry and Jane Newmack

Jon Davis
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Tayler Davison
Garri Mauch

Brittney de la Garza
Scheck Family

Melissa DeBruycker
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Kristin DeHaan
Lance DeHaan

Kirsten Dige
Jennifer Smith and Scott 

Friskics
Shanda Gallagher

Susan Dolan
Hang Thai Pham

Stacy Dolderer
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Cortnee Doll
Giovanni Lebron

Scott Donisthorpe
Barry and Jane Newmack

TanDee Doran
Pancich Family
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Barbara Doughty
Anonymous

Jessica Douglas
Kara and Mila Smith

Jennifer Duda
Kelley Schruth
Nichole Pond

Megan Dunlop
Kenadie Garrioch

Dannelle Dyke
Garri Mauch
Julie Easton
Barry and Jane Newmack

Lori Edwards
Nicole Kojetin

Brittany Erdman
Kassie Longfellow

Chris Evans
Dave and Kerry Dattilo

Lesli Evans
Dave and Kerry Dattilo

Erin Evenhus
Aaron Jewett

Jean Falcon
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Ryan Faulk
Jesse and Erin Hursh
Tara Hageman

Amanda Ferderer
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Jessica Filipowicz
Hang Thai Pham

Barbi Foster
Casey Guenther

Ann Marie Fraser
Erica Weaver

Britney Gebhart
Martinez Family

Courtney George
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Colette Getten
Anonymous
Skyline Staff

Casey Gibson
Amber Brannon

Julie Gibson
Nicole Kojetin

Jessica Gold
Jordanne Flying
Nikki Bonilla King
Zollie Barer

Terri Gordillo
Anonymous

Cindy Gordon
Barry and Jane Newmack

Meghan Grady
Casey Furr

Lisa Gregory
Jack Hollingsworth
Sage Nelson

Shannon Guilfoyle
Anonymous
Christina Kundert

Judi Guisti
Johnson Family

Geff Habel
Barry and Jane Newmack

Tara Habel
Anonymous
Emily Merriweather

Tara Hageman
Amber Niebaum

Nurse Cassie Hagen
Hodke Family

Randi Hall
Linelle Lee

Kylan Hallett
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Susanne Halley
Sage Nelson

Cortni Harant
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Sandy Harrington
Andrea Barrow

Londa Hart
Anonymous
Kelle Alt

Trace Hart
Leann and John Larson
Nicole Kojetin

Ali Hasenkrug
Baker Family

Brian Held
Barry and Jane Newmack

Amanda Hendrickson
Raean Bilbrey

Lisa Henry
Ashlyn Dvoracek

Nate Hicks
Kelle Alt

Patty Higgins
Anonymous

Daryl Hodges
Anonymous

Erin Houtz
Jason and Anna 

Christensen

Bob Howard
Barry and Jane Newmack

Katharine Howard
Jason and Anna 

Christensen
Mack Thomas Family

Heather Hoyer
Barry and Jane Newmack

Rhonda Hunter
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Steve Hurin
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Gold Star Recognition Awards

Joel Owen and Chief Joseph 
Elementary teacher Lexa Loch.
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Gold Star Recognition Awards
Leslie Kynett

Jack Hollingsworth

Haylee Lee
Bekah Fulgum

Katelyn Lindland
Alexis Oatman
Amy O’Connell
Elizabeth Quinby

Deborah Lins
Ashley Ray
Baker Family

Joe Lloyd
Andrea Barrow

Jennifer Lo Giudice
Raelin Keggi

Lexa Loch
Cheryl Menghini
Haylie Ehnes

Brenda Lowry
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Carie Magers
Lainie Warneke

Jessica Malek
Dave and Kerry Dattilo
Brianna Rhoten

Amy Martin
Kelle Alt
Tressel Family

Scott Mayer
Barbara Butcher

Jamie McGraw
Barry and Jane Newmack

Josy McLean
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Airyanna McLeod
Anonymous

Becki McMickle
Amanda McCarvel

Stevie McNamee
Baker Family

Emily McRady
Hang Thai Pham

Beth McWilliams
Baryn Shawick

Shantelle Hutchinson
Becky Burns

Cynde  Jacobsen
Barry and Jane Newmack

Patrick Jewell
Jess Damyanovich

Debbie Johnston
Tressel Family
Anonymous

Emily Johnson 
JD and Sara Kulbeck

Holly Johnson
Baker Family
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Ruth Johnson
Barry and Jane Newmack

Toree Johnson
Desiree Vinson

Heather Kakalecik
Kelle Alt

Megan Kambic
Nikki Bonilla King

Sharon Kelley
Barbara Butcher

Russ Kellogg
Barry and Jane Newmack

Janette Kemph
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Chris Kloker
Dave and Kerry Dattilo

Ashley Koch
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Nicole Kojetin
Sarah Schmidt

Arienne Konesky
Megan Brunelle

Alex Kosanda
Angela Newman
Holly Wulf

Stacey Krahe
Candice English

Amy Kuntz
Candice English

Sue Michels
Jeff and Michelle 

Patterson

Bailey Miller
Kristin Cecce

Brian Miller
Cheryl Menghini
Kelle Alt

Tracy Milton
Barry and Jane 

Newmack

Tyler Moody
Christina Kundert

Tom Moore
Barry and Jane 

Newmack

Joshua Mueller
Annie Schaeffer

Ashley Munden
Emily Merriweather

Tara Murillo
Anonymous
Kelle Alt
Tressel Family

Megan Murphy
Candice English
Erin Bucher

Hailey Nadeau
Megan Brunelle

Courtney Nagengast
Bekah Fulgum

Carly Nason
Anonymous

Holly Neibauer
Casey Furr

Leeanne Nowak
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Elaine Nutter
Desiree Vinson

Alexis Oatman
Baryn Shawick
Chris and Brenda Canine
Garri Mauch

Lindsey O’Brien
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Nicole O’Leary
Heather Janes

Paula Olsen
Barry and Jane Newmack

Jerry Olson
Erin Bucher

Stephanie Olson
Anonymous
Kelle Alt
Violet Moss

Steve Olson
Dave and Kerry Dattilo

Todd Ondick
Chad and Jenna Hayes
Helena Lovick

Rachel O’Neill
Jordan and Brian Crosby

Lyndsey Oraw
Kelle Alt

Lori Ostberg
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Stephanie Schnider and Mountain View 
Elementary teacher Angela Schei.
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Noel Osterman
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Michelle Peterson
Brooke Pfile

Wes Peterson
Dave and Kerry Dattilo

Stacy Petrini
Megan Brunelle

Denise Pidcock
Jennifer Smith and Scott 

Friskics

Mary Proud
Raean Bilbrey

Randi Rains
Clarice Tongue

Kathy Reed
Barry and Jane Newmack

Julianne Reum
Anonymous
Kelle Alt

Jay Rhodes
Asia Goldsberry

Myla Robbins
Holly Holum
Sara Palagi

Alex Rosenleaf
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Tara Rosipal
Barry and Jane Newmack

Callie Ross
Tara Hageman

Jessica Sanders
Patricia Bice

Kim Sangray
Jamie Moss
Miranda Preston
Tressel Family

Steve Sangwin
Justin Grohs

Megan Schaak
Anonymous

Angela Schei
Young Family

Louise Schmidt
Jacob Schmidt

Jacie Schoenen
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Gary Schoenthal
Sage Nelson

Lexie Service
Erica Weaver

Kimberly Shanahan
Hailey Maxwell
Nichole Pond

Nikki Shellenberger
Kally Hasenkrug
Kelley Schruth

Brittany Shipman
Rodriguez Family

Stacie Skawinski
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Tom Skerritt
Scheck Family

Amber Smith Boggs
Casey Furr

Kelly Smith Hueth
Anonymous

Taira Smith
Anonymous
Kassie Longfellow

Paul Soldano
Barry and Jane Newmack
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Staci Spearing
Nataly Larson

Elizabeth Spragg
Jay and Amy Forsman

Lauren Sprout
Kelley Schruth
Scheck Family

Serena Steffenson
Kristin Cecce

Ashley Stephens
Patti Ashmore
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Melody Stevens
Chad and Jenna Hayes
Larry and Tonya Nguyen

Anne Stevenson
Baker Family

Candice Stimac
Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Elyssa Stokes
Renae Keggi

Pat Stratton
Nicole Kojetin

Rebekah Strausheim
Shanelle Holt

Lyndsey Stulc
Lance DeHaan

Brian Sullivan
Andrea Barrow

Kirstin Swartz
Amy O’Connell
Kara and Mila Smith

Kathie Sybrant
Barry and Jane Newmack

Deborah Tanner
Erica Weaver
Teddy McGehee

Ann Taylor
Barry and Jane Newmack

Erin Telleen
Barber Family
Kelle Alt

Kelly Tempel
Ashlyn Dvoracek

Amanda Tharp
Kally Hasenkrug
Scheck Family

Beth Thomas
Barry and Jane Newmack

Sheryl Thompson
Kevin Weaver

Troy Thornton
Aaron Jewett

Rilee Timmer
Jess Damyanovich
Jordan and Brian Crosby

Emily Townsend
Kelley Schruth

Krystal Tweet
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Drew Uecker
Dave and Darcy Crum

Ruth Uecker
Dave and Darcy Crum

Pamela Underwood
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Brenda Vehrs
Barry and Jane Newmack

Lori Vinson
Clarice Tongue
Garri Mauch

Christine Ward
Giovanni Lebron

Lainie Warneke
Raelin Keggi

Renae Weisenburger
Kelle Alt

Sabra Wheeler
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Karen Wilcox
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Jamie Williams
Jeff and Michelle Patterson

Rossilynn Williams 
Nikki Bonilla King

Shelli Williamson
Erin Bucher

Steve Yates
Barry and Jane Newmack

Brittani Yoder
Nataly Larson

Darby Young
Kelley Schruth

Emily Zimmerli
Erica Altringer

Rhonda Zobrak
Linelle Lee

Mandie Zumbusch
Ava Nguyen
Helena Lovick

Gold Star Recognition Awards
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Michael Albertson
R.W. Dohrman

Ellen and Roger Arntson
Joanie and Jeff Agamenoni

Jake Arntson
Joanie and Jeff Agamenoni

Dick Aspinwall
Kevin and Linda McCafferty

Brent Barefield
Linda Barefield

Joyce Baumberger
Judith Curtis Waldron

Bill and Don Beaulieu
Dick and Marilyn Hensley

Danny Bersch
Lynn Bersch

Alan Besich
Gail Carter
Kellan Carter
Darla Dillabough

Steve Birkoski
Darcy Birkoski

Loretta Britton
Cindy Angiulo
Nancy Blythe
Beth Britton
Patricia Britton
Paul Lloyd-Davies
Brett and Jacie Schoenen
Tom and Karen Spencer

Lee Busch
Theresa Busch

Jan Cahill
Nicole Chapman
Park Manor

Rev. Phillip Caldwell
Diana Talcott

Shirley Calnan
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Jim Cherewatenko
Tom and Cindy Duffy
Robert and Barbara Lynch
Michael and Joyce Risko
Larry and Becky Williams

Casey Clark
Bob and Val Clark

James Cleary
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Bill Collins
Linda Berg
Annette Cereck
Robert and Jo Anne Church
Country Club Tower
Robert and Joan Collins
Joyce and Bill Coyle
Carol and Robert Drga
Karlene Frank
Lane and Sheryl Freiboth
Nancy and Al Getten
Darrell Graf
Robert and Gwen Graue
John and Sylvia Halko
Thomas and Marilyn Hall
Gary and Carol Hendricks
Eddie and Cynthia Ingman
Fred and Thelma Klein
Klinefelter’s
Linda Konesky
Jerry and Cathy Kuntz
James and Mary Larson
James and Susan Lorang
Leslie and Steve Louttit
Helen McLeavy
Ken Meske
Judith Meyer
Barbara Norlander
Ken and Linda Olson
Sharon Patton-Griffin
PEO Chapter BD
Dale and Dianne Pohle
Rodney and Julie Pribyl
Robert and Jo Ann Roach

Tom and Jan Robitaille
Schilling Family
Laura Schultz
Ronald and Carol Shipley
Mary Pat Smith
Marvin and Carol Strom
John and Linda Thompson
Bonnie Warren
Carol Willits
Lois Woodmansey
Toni Marie Zadick
Verna Copeland
Beth Gerhart

Jim Cummings
Sandra Cummings

Dorothy Curry
Betty J. Taylor

David Delcomte
Judith and Wayne Ellington

Aart Dolman
Diana Talcott

Linda Donovan
Bill and Sandy Brown
Ken Meske

Robert Doran
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Janet Earll
Don and Donalee LaBar

Vic Ehnes
Ramona Ehnes

Barbara Eidel
Kent and Joann 

Schaufelberger

Dr. Don Engstrom
Arliss Engstrom

Robert Farnsworth
Duane and Lois Dockter

Faith Fleming Seyforth
Gloria and Raymond 

Pankratz

Ralph Follinglo
Anne Baack

Dee Freyler
Craig and Denise 

Gresham

Nubia Garcia
Lisa Sapp

Pearl Gemberling
Jeffrey Gray

Chuck Gestring
Kent and Randi Graves
Ken Meske
Don and Donna Petersen

GFPS Employee Family 
Members

  Donations made by 
Superintendent Tom 
Moore in memory of 
133 family members of 
GFPS employees

Michael Greely
Dayton S. Misfeldt

Dan Gregier
Shelly Fagenstrom
Kent and Randi Graves
Bob and Cindy James
Paul and Sharon 

Lindstrom

Howard Gusaas
Kent and Randi Graves

Diane Hansen
Gail Carter
Kellan Carter

Willis Heupel
Syneva Heupel

Dan Hjelvik
Anne Baack
Dawn Haskin
Karen and James Hjelvik
Sharon Thorson
Kathy Van Tighem

Memorial Donations
The following donor lists include gifts received January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022.

While we make every effort to get names correct, occasional errors occur. Please call Stephanie Schnider at 
(406) 268-6021 if you find we omitted or misspelled your name to allow us to apologize and correct the records.
Thank you again for your gift and, if necessary, your forbearance.
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Memorial Donations
Marjorie Holland

Carrie Boysun
Kent and Randi Graves

Dorothy Holman
Jeffrey Gray

Tug Ikeda
Charmayne Bell
Dan and Linda Donovan
Kent and Randi Graves
Enid Ikeda
McGregor Family 

Foundation
Teresa Reynolds
Stephen J Spencer DDS

Margit Jensen
Norvil and Avalyn Carlson

Kay Kilby Sullivan
Lynn Acra
Fred and Vicky Anderson
Ellie Crum
Lenora Dorr
Ann Furlong
Cheryl Holm
Christopher Madsen
Jerome and Kelly Parsons
Terry Potter
Gary Ray and Virginia 

Caudill
Chris and Cindy Reiquam
Tom and Patricia Robinson
Marilyn and Stewart Rose
David and Karen Rowland
Stephen J. Spencer DDS
Daniel K. Sullivan
Paul and Carol Tash
Shaun and April Tatarka
Kathy Wram

Rodger Kline
Paul and Sharon Lindstrom

Debbie Kuntz
Tom and Cindy Duffy
Steven Grout
Gary and Barbara McManus

Bill Larson
Tom and Cindy Duffy
GFHS Music Alumni 

Association

Linda Lydiard
Ken Meske
Patricia Rosenleaf
Roy and Diane Volk
Larry and Becky Williams

Janice Leslie
Nancy Clayton
Susan Ward

Fay Lesmeister
Dan and Mary Beth Ewen

Raye Lind
Tom and Cindy Duffy

Terry Lucanza
Tom and Cindy Duffy

Dick Marberg
Ken Meske

Richard Marberg
Norvil and Avalyn Carlson
Beverly Rountree

Betty Marshall
Larry and Becky Williams

Judy Matson
Craig and Denise Gresham

Sally McGregor
Jill Bell
Bill and Carol Bronson
Dave and Darcy Crum
Sandra Cummings
Dayton Kolstad
Colette Longin
McGregor Family Foundation
Mary McGregor
Arlyne Reichert
James Rutenbeck
Patricia Sletten
Sean and Suzanne Sturges
Glenn and Peggy Tremper

Bob McKinnon
John and Susan Avery
Shirley Davis
Carolyn Dolderer
Tom and Cindy Duffy
Kent and Randi Graves
Dawn Haskin

Juanita Hogenson
Marilyn Iversen
Jerry and Cathy Kuntz
Ken Meske
Douglas Palmer
Gary Sorum
Tom and Karen Spencer
Harvey and Sarah Tudor

Joel Mee
Terry Davis

Mary Ellen Mewes
Anne Baack

Bob Moretti
Patty and Stacey Bergquist
Sandra Cummings
Tom and Cindy Duffy
Friends of Bob Moretti
Jeffrey Gray
Gregory and Patricia Holt
John and Terry Korpela
Sanford and Eugene 

McAllister
Sletten Construction Co

Tyson Nimmick
Britne Stimac

Jo Ann O’Connell
Cindy Gordon
Brian and Patty Patrick
Stephanie Schnider
Ruth and Drew Uecker

Thomas O’Connor
Dayton Kolstad

Sue O’Leary
Monte and Lee Ruud

Terra Pankratz
Gloria and Raymond Pankratz

Millie Platisha
Jeff Platisha

Dr. Roger Reichert
Arlyne Reichert

Mike Renne
Tom and Cindy Duffy

Donald Rivera
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Bud Robertson
John and Mait Board
William O. Bronson, PLLC
Michael and Debra Clinton
Steven and Mary Gettel
Dana Gilliland
Kent and Randi Graves
Great Falls High Faculty
Marianne Haigh
Juanita Hogenson
M. Margaris
Ken Meske
Jeff and Rebecca Price
Francie Robertson
Kenneth and Patti Robertson
Charles Rossell
Tom and Karen Spencer

JoAnn Robitaille
Doug and Sara Sexe

Stacy Rowe
Pete Rowe

Marion Russell
Jona and Bob McNamee

Norman Ruud
Tyler and Jenny Will

Gaylene Salonen
Kent and Randi Graves
Jeremy and Rae Smith
Larry and Becky Williams

Sandy Scanson
John and Terry Korpela
Cheri Schmidt
Lyall and Kathy Tesch

Tom Schwartz
John and Susan Avery

Rick Seltzer
Barry and Jane Newmack

Arlene Sexe
Doug and Sara Sexe

Al Shaw
Jim and Lynda Morin

B. Kent Smith
Douglas Smith
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Patti Ashmore
Gail Carter

Kylie Barringer
Suzanne Barringer

Becca Bergman
Brad and Billi Bergman

Emma Bergman
Brad and Billi Bergman

Jared and Annie Brown
Teresa Shiner

Bob and Vy Cahill-Chu
Jason Banks
John Bui
Bryant Evans
Rubin Green
Eric Hinebauch
Alton Kwok
Mario Madden
Alice Manos
Courtney Mar
Christopher Melchiors 

and Cole Marrs
Ian Ostermiller
Brian Roy-Garland
Ryan Saunders
Cindy Tseng, DDS
Anastasia Usova

Kellan Carter
Gail Carter

Quincy Carter
Gail Carter

Neil Snyder
Ken Meske
Kathy Van Tighem

Bill Thomas
David and Patricia Van 

Tighem
Kathy Van Tighem

Sheila Ueland
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Cody “Toast” Van Voast
Jennifer Van Voast

Molly Crum
Steven Grout

Cindy Duffy
Tom Duffy

Ruby Dean
Peggy Dean

Zachary Dean
Peggy Dean

Jeff Gray
Kevin and Ramona Devine
Tom and Cindy Duffy

Jeff and Mary Gray
Randy and Nora Gray

Heather Hatzenbeller
Rosanne and Vickie 

Hatzenbeller

Lance Hatzenbeller
Rosanne and Vickie 

Hatzenbeller

Ally Hepp
Kelsey Bock

Paul Hogan
David and Patty Van 

Tighem

Hal Hugg
Shelly Fagenstrom

Cynthia Jacobsen
Linda Caricaburu and 

Brad Talcott

Gene and Mark Vuckovich
Jona and Bob McNamee

Jack Waterfield
Tom and Cindy Duffy

Harold Wenaas
Kent and Randi Graves

Warren Wenz
Kent and Randi Graves
John and Terry Korpela
Ken and Linda Olson
Roy and Diane Volk

Russ Kellogg
Shelly Fagenstrom

Christine Lencioni
David and Patricia Van 

Tighem

Paige LePard
Michael and Jean Smith

Sean Lott
Dan Lott

Tom Moore
Brian and Judy Held
Cheryl Crawley

Stu and Janie Nicholson
Doug and Paige Nicholson

Kathy Reed
David and Patricia Van 

Tighem

Shannon Reimers and 
Family

Rosalie and Henry Reimers

Ken Small
Dayton S. Misfeldt

Kasi Thompson
Carol Thompson

Drew Uecker
Shelly Kelly

Drew and Ruth Uecker
Linda Caricaburu and Brad 

Talcott
Tom and Cindy Duffy
Patricia Huber
David and Patty Van Tighem

Donna Wester
Kent and Randi Graves
Ken Meske
Larry and Becky Williams

Harold Will
Monte and Lee Ruud

Alex Windnagle
Patricia Huber

Donald Wood
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Ruth Uecker
Nate Achenbach
Bill Bronson
Dannelle Dyke
Cindy Gordon
Jeff Gray
Tom Hering
Heather Hoyer
Gordon Johnson
Jennifer Martyn
Jamie McGraw
Dusty Molyneaux
Tom Moore
Ty and Sasha Moore
Becky Nelson
Kim Ochsner
Stephanie Schnider
Paul Soldano
Durbin Watson
Rhonda Zobrak

David and Patty Van 
Tighem

Kathy Van Tighem
Linda Van Tighem

Kathy Van Tighem
David and Patty Van 

Tighem

Ray and Sue Watson
Tom and Cindy Duffy

Jerry Yoder
Michelle Yoder

Mitzi Wood
Jeremy and Rae Smith

Fran Wylder
Jim and Lynda Morin
Roy and Diane Volk

Bob Zadick
Toni Marie Zadick

Memorial Donations

Honor Donations
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Anonymous Donors

1st Liberty Federal Credit 
Union

8-Ball Inn, LLC

A.T. Klemens

Ben and Darcie Aakre

AB Men’s Fellowship

AbbVie

Lynda and David Adams

Advanced Agency Alliance 
Insurance

Advantage Insurance 
Agency

Adam Agamenoni

Mike and Rebecca 
Agamenoni

Alfrey Family Fund

Terry Aline

Kelle Alt

Amazon Smile

Amigo Lounge

Rachel Amthor

Anderson Zurmuehlen

Fred and Vicky Anderson

Mark Andrews

Jason and Crystal Ash

John and Susan Avery

Anne Baack

Baker Family

Martin and Sharon Bannon

Terry Barber and Roxann 
Tveter

Chrissy Baroch

James Bartell

John Bebee and Kim 
Schulke

Belt Theater Company

Bench Industries

Benevity

Sharon Bennyhoff

Brad and Billi Bergman

Kaye Bergman

Raean Bilbrey

Ariana Biorn

Brynn Bishop

Bison Ford

Rodney and Ana Blake

Dave Bleskin

Zander and Andy Blewett

Drew Blewett

Dianna Bliss

Carolyn Bloemendaal

BNSF Railway Foundation

Rachel Bohannon

Brian Bollwitt

Eric and Brenda Borggard

Borries

Keith and Rebecca 
Bortnem

Bianca Bouchard

Carrie Boysun

Branch and Sherry Brady

Benny and Karen 
Brandvold

Bravera Bank

Brennan Heating and 
Cooling

Bill and Carol Bronson

David Brown

Kelsey Brown

Leah Brown

Megan Brunelle

Stacy and Erin Bucher

John and Laura Buck

Bullfrog Spas of Great Falls

Betty Burkland

Theresa Busch

Kelley Bushong

Barbara Butcher

Gerald and Margaret 
Butcher

Clyde and Carol Byerly

Betty Jean Callies Melby 
and David Melby

David and Tanya Cameron

Nancy A. Cameron

Carman Campagna

Norvil and Avalyn Carlson

Gail Carter

Cascade County Montana

Dennis Castle

Alan and Sandra 
Christensen

Carl and Roxanne 
Christofferson

Church, Harris, Johnson & 
Williams

City Motor Co.

Rick and Sherri Clark

Bob and Val Clark

Dennis Clarke

Nancy Clayton

Michael and Debra Clinton

CMR Class of 2022

CMR Quarterbacks Club

Chad Cochran

Ryan and Laura Connell

Dennis Conner

A. Denise Conrad

Kenneth A. Cope

Debbie Corn

Camille Craw

Crist Dental

Laura Crist

Keith Cron

Jordan and Brian Crosby

Dave and Darcy Crum

Sandra Cummings

GN and CK Cunniff

D.A. Davidson Companies

Dahlquist Realtors

Boyd Dailey

Scott and Joan Dailey

Dale’s Lawn Service

Jess Damyanovich

Davidson Family 
Foundation

Andrew and Wendy 
Davidson

Gary and Kathy Davis

Mike and Dina Davis

John Davison, Jr

DeEtte Weber Agency

Carolyn Deevy

Doug Deffe

Gary and Susan DeGooyer

Barbara Deitz

Lisa DeMallie

Richard and Donna Dengel

Dewitt Realty Company

Bob and Sue Dickenson 

Dave Dickenson

Donors
The following donor lists include gifts received January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022.

While we make every effort to get names correct, occasional errors occur. Please call Stephanie Schnider at 
(406) 268-6021 if you find we omitted or misspelled your name to allow us to apologize and correct the records.
Thank you again for your gift and, if necessary, your forbearance.
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Donors
Garett Dixon

Jamie Doan

Kent Domogalla

Dan and Linda Donovan

Tom and Cindy Duffy

Durocher & Winter, PC

Sandra Dust

John and Nancy Dutchak

Kevin and Dannelle Dyke

Edward Jones

Joel and Aileen Egberg

Jeff and Rachel Eidel

Electric City Hospitality, LLC

Elkin Family Dentistry

Ron and Dew Elkin

Emerald City Casino

Arliss Engstrom

Erin Schermele Films LLC

Stacey Eve

Dan and Mary Beth Ewen

Exchange Club of Great Falls

Shelly Fagenstrom

The Fagenstrom Co. 

Kim and Linda Fagenstrom

Mary Faulhaber

Ryan and Tracie Faulk

Tamera Faulkner

Jean Faure and John Kutzman

Ferguson

Ferrin’s Furniture

Gregory and Mallory Ferriter

Fey Ranch Ltd

Jim and Debbie Filipowicz

First Interstate Bancsystem 
Foundation

First Interstate Bank

First Presbyterian Church

Tiffany Floerchinger

Flower Farm

Forde Nursery and 
Landscaping

Lee and Dody Foster

James Frahm

Jack Frantal

Fraternal Order of Eagles

Dolores Frisbee

Frontier Physical Therapy

Bekah Fulgum

Angela Garrity

Rick and Karen Gartzka

General Mills Foundation

Sydne George

Elizabeth Gerhart

Gary and Jacqie Gernant

Sheila Giesler

Rodger Gilmor

Go Figure Montana

Joann Gogo-Semana

Asia Goldsberry

Sarah and Jeff Goldsmith

Judith Golphenee

Tina Goodenough

Brent Goodrich

Tom and Cindy Gordon

Ken and Virginia Grady

Kent and Randi Graves

Alrich Gray

Jeff Gray

Great Falls Area Chamber 
of Commerce

Great Falls Business 
Improvement District

Great Falls Clinic

Great Falls High Class of 
1971

Great Falls High Class of 
1980

Great Falls Farmers’ Market 

Great Falls Moose Lodge 
#532

Great Falls Police Protective 
Association

Great Falls Voyagers

Dani Grebe

Gayle Gregovich

Craig and Denise Gresham

Judy Gretch

The Grey Family 
Foundation

Mitzi Griffin

Robert Griffith

Steven Grout

Corey Gunderson

H&R, Inc.

Bret and Susan Hagel

Tony and Molly Hagen

Kevin and Lorie Hager

Jan Halbakken

Halftime Sports Bar

Ronni Halko

Lori Hall Weyer

Bruci Ann Hall

Jason and Tammy Hamma

Dennis and Pat Hanenburg

Loyal Hansen

Harnish Group Inc

Justin Hartman

Harvest Springs Community 
Church

Jane Hashley

Dawn Haskin

Jennifer Hazelton

Heisey Foundation

Carol Helseth

Brent and Janice Henrichs

Dick and Marilyn Hensley

Tom and Karla Hering

Louie Hermiller

Ruth Hill

Himco, Inc

Dr. James Hinde and Lynis 
O’Malley

Cheryl Hirose

Cynthia Hoard

Juanita Hogenson

Mike Holland

Kathy Holum

Home Builders Association 
of GF

Kirk Hoover

Brian and Stacy Hopkins

Kris Houtonen

Howard’s Pizza

Paula Hruska

Jim Huber

Patricia Huber

Matthew Humbert

James and Lucretia 
Humphrey

Jordan Husted

International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers 
233

James M. & Frances M. 
Wylder Foundation

Bob and Cindy James

Jeff Jaraczeski

JCCS

Chuck and Gerry Jennings

Peter and Elizabeth 
Jennings

Allan Jeska

Johnson Distributing

Alan Johnson

Gloria Johnson

Gordon and Ruth Johnson

Jack and Rosann Johnson

Roger and Bridget Johnson

Robert Jorgensen

Joe Kalafat
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Kathleen Bowman 
Scholarship Trust

Robert and Sheila Kelly

Sandra Kempa

Wiley Kendle

David and Ann Ketelsleger

Arnold and Rochelle 
Kimmerle

Cortni King

Brian Knutson

Jon Knutson

Nicole Kojetin

Dayton Kolstad

Thomas Kopp, CPA

Tom and Katie Kotynski

Matt and Stacey Krahe

Tera Krone

Robert and Mary Ellen 
Kropp

Jim Krumvieda

Judy Kuebler

Jerry and Cathy Kuntz

Stan and Renee Kuntz

Roberta Lamb

Toni Larson

Karen Larsson

Eldon and Erica Latray

Morgan and Mindy Leach

Ted Leckband

James and Sharon LePard

Todd and Heidi LePard

Let’s Play Games & Toys

Daniel and Heather 
Levandowski

Kathryn Lewis

Nancy A. Lewis

Tom and Debra Lewis

Jeffrey Linabary

Paul and Sharon Lindstrom

Greg Linssen

Bradley Livingston

Kassie Longfellow

Colette Longin

Dan Lott

Brian and Patty Loucks

Brian and Julie Loucks

Deb and Dan Louttit-Mckay

Helena Lovick

Marie Lowry

LPW Architecture

Gary and Rhonda Hunter 
Lucero

Judith Ludtke

M&D Construction

Macek Property 
Management

Jack Macek

Robert and Jamie Marshall 

Michael and Jennifer Martyn

Sally Mathers

Peggy Matteucci

Allysen Mattison

Garri Mauch

Sanford J. McAllister

Jim and Rose McCarvel

Jeffrey McElroy

Gaines and Beth McFadden

Scott McGowan

Jamie and Brian McGraw

McGregor Family 
Foundation

Dr. William and Juanita 
McGregor

Mary McKay

Josy McLean

Meadow Lark PTA

James Mepham

Merck Foundation

Eric Meredith

Merrick Family

Ken Meske

Mighty Mo Brew Pub

Mike Murphy Roofing

Carole Miller

Robert, Ronald, and 
Donald Miller

Eric and Irina Mills

Barbara Mittal

Jerry and Kim Mohland

Jack and Kim Molloy

Dusty and Holly 
Molyneaux

Julie Monroe

Montana Credit Union

Montana Farmers Union

Tom and Rhonda Moore

Ty and Sasha Moore

Jim and Lynda Morin

Mount Olive Christian 
Fellowship

Mountain Title Company

MRTE, Inc.

Tyler Mullins

Debbie Munson

Rhonda Nalley

Nagengast Family

Thomas and Annette Nau

Peter and Rene Nazelrod

Rosemary Neilsen

Ron and Becky Nelson

The Newberry

Gayle Ness

Network for Good

Barry and Jane Newmack

Kelly and Rochelle 
Neyland

George and Melissa 
Nikolakakos

Kenneth Noland

Bob and Mary Lou Norbie

Christopher and Megan 
Norman

North 40

North Central MT Retired 
Educators Assoc

Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc

Gwen and Craig Nowak

Walter and Leone Nuessle

Tony and Christina Nunez

Oakland Family Foundation

Nancy O’Brien

Kim Ochsner

Pat and Claudia O’Connell

Dawn O’Leary

Cathy Olsen

Ken and Linda Olson

Opportunity Bank

Harlan and Pat Orham

Janell O’Rourke

Tara Orvis

Glenn and Elaine Osborne

Our Savior’s Lutheran

Terry Oyhamburu

Pacific Steel & Recycling

Gloria and Raymond 
Pankratz

Alfred and Anita Paoli

David Paoli

Michael W. Parker

Bob and Audrey Parkinson

Brian and Patty Patrick

Ronald Patterson

Cheryl Patton

Paula and Chuck Paul

Denise Pidcock

Mark Pidcock

Greg and Amber Pinski

Pit Boss LLC

Michael and Maria Porter

Donors
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Frank Poucher

Premier Care Pediatrics

Dani Prinzing

Public Drug Company

Willie and Melissa Pyette 

Warren Rains

Joeleen Ramsey

Jeff and Callie Rearden

Mary Rearden

Cory and Jenny Reeves

Arlyne Reichert

Dawn and Matt Reitz

Dennis Renning

Rebecca Anne Rens

Sheila Rice

Riverview PTA

Andy Roach

The Robbins-de Beaumont 
Foundation

Joe Robbins

Terry and Mary Robbins

Amy’s Morning Perk

Francie Robertson

Kenneth and Patti 
Robertson

Rob Rodger

Jose and Renee Rodriguez

Claire Roehm

Will and Wendy Roehm

Roland and Helen Lapee 
Family Foundation

Anne Ginnaty Roraback

Monte and Lee Ruud

S&H Aluminum Products Inc

SAC Inc DBA Heidelberg 
Lounge

Sacajawea PTA

Sacajawea Staff

Savage Motorsports

Fred and Gail Schafer

John and Wendy Schaffer

Scheels

Rod Schlecht

Stephanie Schnider

Steve and Carla Schnider

David and Tamela Scholten

Eric Schroedel

Phil and Jean Schroeder

Kelley Schruth

Robert and Molly Schulte

Thomas Schultz

Michelle Scoles

Tom and Mardel Scott

Clark Seaton

Holly Seaton

Kay Seilstad

Larry and Mary Ann Seitz

Faith A. Seyforth

Christopher Shaffer

Layne and Deborah 
Shanahan

Baryn Shawick

Dennis Shepherd

Ronald and Carol Shipley

Robert and Margaret Short

Shortgrass Web 
Technologies

Scott and Lisa Shull

Annie Simkins

Sisters United

Terri Sivumaki

Sletten Construction Co

Patricia Sletten

Ken Small

Dan and Kris Smith

Jennifer Smith and Scott 
Friskics

Jeremy and Rae Smith

Michael and Jean Smith

Robb Soltesz

Lillian Spangenberg

David Spaulding

Harold and Judy Spilde

Samantha K. Stevens

JoAnn Stevenson

Britne Stimac

Lois and Frank Stimac

Bob Stingley

Ruth Stone & Tuesday Music 
Club

Daniel K. Sullivan

Mark Sullivan

Greg and Jaclyn Sundberg

Sunrise Presbyterian Church

Bill Tacke and Barbara Teberg

Taco Treat

Diana Talcott

Mick and Suzie Taleff

Tara Grove Development

Taylor’s Auto Max

Gene and Jane Thayer

Thelma H. and John J. Zeller 
Inc

Bryan Thies

Carol Thompson

Ken and Terry Thompson

Todd’s Music and Sound

Glenn and Peggy Tremper

Harvey and Sarah Tudor

Dennis and Sue Turton

TVT Motorsports LLC

Michael and Ted Tworek

Rebecca Tyler

Ugrin Alexander & Zadick, PC

Echo Ukrainetz

United Materials

United Steelworkers Union

United Way

Jimmy and Crystal Van De Reit

Kathy Van Tighem

Rick Vancleeve

VFW Auxiliary #1087

Vineyard Church

Desiree Vinson

Kristi Wadsworth

William C. Walters

William Warden

Doris Warila Seaton

Brent Weakley

Dennis and Carroll Weir

Irving Weissman and Ann 
Tsukamoto Weissman

Susan and Peter Welliver

Susan Werner

Gordon and Janet Whirry

Perrie E. White

Ashley Whitney

Karen Wilcox

Kelly and Elizabeth Wiles

George Willett

Larry and Becky Williams

Wendy Wolf

WVH Enterprises LLC

Jerry and Jenny Yoneji

Ken Young

Gary and Nancy Zadick

Ron and Rhonda Zobrak

Donors

27

35
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Heisey Foundation Teacher Scholarships are awarded 
annually to up to 20 teachers seeking to enhance and 
advance their education. Each recipient receives $1,000 
for continuing education.

Thanks to funding from the Heisey Foundation, these 
ambitious educators will be able to pursue board 
certification, advanced degrees, endorsements, and 
other academic work that supports GFPS goals and 
initiatives.

Jennifer Moore, 1st Grade Teacher, Valley View 
Elementary

Jennifer O’Connell, Librarian, Lincoln 
Elementary

Jessica Boyer, Academic Achievement Coach, 
Great Falls High School

Jessica Douglas, 5th Grade Teacher, Valley 
View Elementary

Joe Lloyd, 6th Grade Teacher, Lewis and Clark 
Elementary

Jordann Lankford, Instructional Coach, Indian 
Education Department/ PGEC

Kathryn Heryla, French Teacher, Paris Gibson 
Education Center

Kylan Hallett, Academic Achievement Coach, 
C.M. Russell High School

Miranda Murray, Instructional Coach, Indian 
Education for All Department

Montana Johnson, Counselor, Loy Elementary

Rikka Walters, Art Teacher, Paris Gibson 
Education Center

Rilee Timmer, 6th Grade Teacher, Riverview 
Elementary

2022 Recipients
Alicia Dickman, Kindergarten Teacher, Loy 
Elementary

Amanda McCarvel, Instructional Coach, 
Riverview Elementary

Annie Simkins, Social Studies Teacher, Great 
Falls High School

Ashley Munden, Kindergarten Teacher, 
Sunnyside Elementary

Bethany Neuman, 1st Grade Teacher, West 
Elementary

Charlene Ammons, Technology Integration 
Coach, District Wide

Erica Ferradas, Resource 1 Teacher, Lincoln 
Elementary

Teacher Scholarships Awarded in 2022
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(406) 727-4200 or (800) 332-5915  |  8 Third Street North  |  Great Falls, MT  |  dadavidson.com

At D.A. Davidson Companies, we harvest a wealth of financial service opportunities, create 
smart strategies and personalized solutions, and serve them up with straightforward advice. 
We’re with you at every step—leveraging expertise that crosses industries. Our approach is 
rooted in the values of our employee-owned company that is as independent as you are.

Individual investor services, 
financial planning and 
wealth management.

D.A. Davidson & Co. member SIPC

(406) 727-4200

Professional asset  
management for qualified  

individuals, families  
and institutions.

(406) 727-6111

Administration of trust  
assets and services for  
individuals, businesses  
and institutional clients. 

(406) 791-7320

applauds these exceptional students and educators.

Whatever path  
you choose, we hope 

success accompanies you.


